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1.0 Introduction

The Township of Cramahe’s current Official Plan was approved by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and Housing in 1998. The Planning Act requires that a municipality update its Official Plan every
five years and requires that an Official Plan be updated to ensure the land use planning document
accomplishes the following:

1) Has regard for Provincial interest;
2) Conforms to Provincial Plans; and
3) Is consistent with the Provincial Planning Statement, 2024.

An Official Plan forms the foundation for decision-making in protecting the environment and
providing guidance on future development, public works, and capital investment. Council
decisions must conform to the Official Plan, including decisions made regarding parks, public
works, infrastructure, land use planning, and other initiatives.

The Township is currently in the process of updating the Official Plan. This Background Report is
one of the deliverables that have been established in the proposed scope of work for the Official
Plan Review project. The intent of this Background Report is to:

1) Provide an overview of the current Official Plan and the purpose of the Official Plan
Review;

2) Summarize what we have heard from the Section 26 Meeting;

3) Review the Provincial planning initiatives and new legislation to be considered and
implemented through the Official Plan Review;

4) Continue to prepare a strategy for consultation and engagement with Indigenous
communities;

5) Discuss implications of growth statistics on the Township; and,

6) Provide an overview of the recommended policy approach to sections of the Official Plan.

The intent is to release the First Draft of the Official Plan following the presentation of the
Background Study to Council. The information contained within this Background Study has been
used in the preparation of the First Draft and will provide a solid framework for the Township to
create a new document that updates the Official Plan to meet Provincial requirements and
consider the local land use planning context of the Township of Cramahe.
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2.0 Overview of the
Official Plan

The current Township Official Plan has been in effect since 1998, and since its approval, there
have been several significant changes to land use planning policy and legislation in the Province.
Most recently, the Provincial Planning Statement was approved by the Province in 2024, replacing
both the Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 and A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater
Golden Horseshoe, 2019.

Legislative changes to the Planning Act since 2016 are summarized in Section 4.2 of this Report.
With the most recent changes being made in 2025 by Bill 5, now is an opportune time to ensure
local policies are consistent with Provincial planning policies and legislation.

The current Official Plan lacks a vision. As part of the updated Official Plan, a new vision will be
proposed that will form the foundation for the goals, objectives and policies of the updated Official
Plan.

The current Official Plan outlines several goals and objectives for the Township allocated into
different categories, including development areas, agricultural lands, natural resources, and
transportation.

While the previous goals and objectives are over 25 years old, they generally continue to resonate
today. They provide the basis for growth and development, economic growth, and encourage
sustainable development. Together, the goals and objectives work to foster a high quality of life
in the Township. Comments received through the public process to date have reflected these
objectives, including that if new development is to occur, it should be sustainable and have the
health of the environment at the forefront. With some modifications, the goals and objectives will
provide direction for the establishment of updated policies.

One goal of the current Official Plan directs development to the settlement areas of the Colborne
urban area, and the hamlets of Castleton, Salem Corners, and Dundonald. Overall, the objectives
of the new Official Plan should remain consistent with this approach and establish policies that
achieve the goals and objectives of the Official Plan by guiding development in the Township in
a manner that protects the Township’s many assets and natural heritage features.

The current Official Plan provides a solid basis in order to evaluate Council decisions as a whole
and from a land use planning perspective. The purpose of the Official Plan Review is to build upon
the existing policy framework to establish a document that is easy to read and provides clear
direction in evaluating land use planning applications and other matters.
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The Official Plan sets the general policies that guide the physical growth of the Township of
Cramahe and promotes sustainable economic development in a healthy natural environment. The
Township is large, with abundant farmland, and the proximity to Toronto and its position along
Highway 401 make the Colborne urban area an appealing location for residential development
and economic growth.

The new Official Plan will guide all land use planning and development decisions in the
Municipality for the next 20 years. The Official Plan is the primary tool for implementing the
Township’s goals and objectives and establishes a long-term strategy that recognizes the public
interest to effectively manage change. Land use planning plays an important role in protecting
community values, including:

Agriculture;

Community Character;
Lifestyle;

Heritage

Natural Environment; and,
Economy.

The Planning Act, which governs land use planning in Ontario, requires that the Municipality’s
Official Plan be reviewed and updated to ensure it conforms to Provincial plans and is consistent
with the Provincial Planning Statement.

Several Provincial planning documents form the basis for land use planning in central Ontario, to
which the Township’s Official Plan is required to be consistent with or conform to:

¢ Provincial Planning Statement — Provides policy direction on matters relating to
municipal planning that are of Provincial interest and sets the policy foundation for
regulating the development and use of land. The main themes of the Provincial Planning
Statement include building strong communities, the wise management and use of
resources, and protecting health and safety. In 2024, upon the Provincial Planning
Statement coming into effect, the the Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 and A Place to
Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2019 were both repealed.

e The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan — An ecologically based plan that
provides land use and resource management direction for the 190,000 hectares of land
and water within the Moraine. Its purpose is to provide land use and resource
management planning direction to municipalities, landowners and other stakeholders on
how to protect the Moraine’s ecological and hydrological features and functions.

In addition to Provincial planning documents, the Planning Act requires that the Township's
Official Plan conform to the County of Northumberland Official Plan. The new Official Plan will
form the foundation for decision makers in protecting the environment and guiding future
development, public works, and capital investment. The decisions of Township Council must
conform to the Official Plan.
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The Township encourages everyone to get involved and provide input throughout the Official Plan
review, and there will be several opportunities for public feedback during the update process.

The Township is proposing to update the Official Plan. Work is underway to prepare a First Draft
of the Official Plan in order to send the document to the County for review and comments.

Section 3.0 of the Background Report provides a summary of what tasks have been completed
to date, including the Section 26 Public Meeting.

It is anticipated that a Public Open House will be scheduled in September 2026. A copy of the
First Draft of the Official Plan will be made available prior to the Public Open House for review
and comments. Additional input on the process and the First Draft of the Official Plan will be
collected at the Public Open House. Following review of the First Draft of the Official Plan, it is
recommended that the First Draft be presented to Council in order to seek direction to send the
draft to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing for their first review.
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3.0 What Has Been
Completed and What
Have We Heard

A meeting required under Section 26(3) of the Planning Act was held on July 22, 2025. The
purpose of this meeting is to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on potential
revisions to the Official Plan early on in the process.

During the meeting, a presentation was delivered by MHBC, followed by an opportunity for the
public to provide comments on the Official Plan Review — specifically, on what they would like to
see considered in the new Official Plan.

Comments that were received during the Section 26 Public Meeting are summarized in Appendix
B. Responses that were applicable to the comments have also been included.

In addition to the Section 26 meeting, a visioning session was held with an online questionnaire
available to members of the public to provide written comments. The written comments have
been received from local landowners and community groups and are summarized in Appendix C.

A consistent theme that emerged from the public comments was a desire to protect the rural and
“small town” feel of the Township, as well as providing economic opportunities to help support
growth. Additionally, there is a desire to develop a "made in Cramahe” approach to planning
rather than implementing something from the County or a different municipality. Written
comments also referenced the importance of balancing growth with protection of the agricultural
land base.

It is expected that other comments will be reviewed and received following the release of the

Discussion Paper and the Public Open House that is to occur following the release of the first
draft.
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4.0 Provincial Planning
Initiatives

This section will provide an overview of the key Provincial planning initiatives and policy
amendments, which will have a direct impact on the Township’s Official Plan Review.

The Provincial Planning Statement (PPS) replaced the Provincial Policy Statement in October 2024
and introduced changes aimed at streamlining growth and supporting housing development. The
following key changes have been made through the implementation of the Provincial Planning
Statement:

e The term affordable housing was incorporated into the definition of Aousing options.

e Planning authorities are now required to establish and implement minimum targets for
intensification and redevelopment.

e Settlement boundaries can now be expanded without requiring a municipal comprehensive
review.

e Updates to growth forecasting requirements. Consistent with recent modifications to the
Planning Act, several changes have been made in the Provincial Planning Statement with
respect to addressing the need for affordable housing options. Additionally, enhancements
to various policies within the PPS have been made to streamline growth in Ontario.

As part of the Official Plan update, each policy section of the PPS has been reviewed to ensure
consistency is achieved. Furthermore, it is noted that several definitions in the PPS have also been
updated. Terminology and definitions in the Official Plan update will reflect these changes for
consistency. A policy implementation table will be prepared to detail where the Official Plan has
been updated based on Provincial policies.

The Planning Act is Provincial legislation that sets out the ground rules for land use planning in
Ontario. It describes how land uses may be controlled and who may control them. The Planning
Actprovides a basis for considering Provincial interests, establishing local planning administration,
preparing Official Plans, community improvement, regulating and controlling land uses through
various tools, subdividing land, and more.

Once a new Official Plan is approved, the Planning Act requires Council to update the Plan after
10 years and then every five years after that to ensure that the plan implements any changes to
the Provincial Planning Statement or Provincial Plans. Official Plan updates also provide an
opportunity to ensure that the Official Plan continues to address local priorities and changing
community needs.
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The Township must also host an open house information session and at least one public meeting
with respect to the updated Official Plan. Furthermore, the Township must engage with
Indigenous communities throughout the process of preparing the updated Official Plan.

Once Township Council adopts the Official Plan, it is submitted to the County of Northumberland
for final review and approval.

Some examples of sections within the Planning Act that have been updated since the current
Official Plan was adopted and approved are discussed in the following sections.

Bill 108 resulted in amendments to several pieces of Provincial legislation, including the Planning
Act. Several key changes resulting from Bill 108 included the delivery of community benefits, the
introduction of additional residential unit policies, a reduction in the timeframe for decisions under
the Planning Act, and alterations to the appeal process and operation of the Local Planning Appeal
Tribunal (now known as the Ontario Land Tribunal).

Of note, Section 37 of the Planning Act was amended to allow for municipalities to pass a
community benefits charge by-law for the development and redevelopment of land to pay for
capital costs of community services and other infrastructure (i.e. libraries, daycare facilities).
Where a community benefits charge by law has been introduced, the parkland conveyance
provisions currently outlined in Section 42(1) of the Planning Act would no longer be applicable.
For areas not subject to a community benefits charge by-law, Section 42 provides for a parkland
dedication requirement of two percent for commercial or industrial designations and five percent
for all other cases.

Further, Bill 109 also introduced the requirement for Official Plans to provide policies authorizing
additional residential units by permitting two residential units in a detached house, semi-detached
house or rowhouse and a residential unit in a building or structure ancillary to a house.

Bill 197 resulted in amendments to over 20 statutes, including the Planning Act, to support
Ontario’s post-pandemic growth and development. Key changes include an expansion to the list
of eligible services for development charges, restricted application of community benefits charges
and enhancements to the Minister’s authority.

Notably, Bill 197 replaced the Section 37 community benefits system with a new Community
Benefits Charge (CBC) framework, retains the existing parkland dedication system over proposed
Bill 108 reforms, and expands the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing’s powers to override
local planning controls, including traditional Site Plan Control and inclusionary zoning, for land
outside the Greenbelt. These changes streamline approvals and give the Minister greater
authority.

The introduction of Bill 245 resulted in the enactment of the Ontario Land Tribunal Act, 2021. The
Local Planning Appeals Tribunal, the Board of Negotiation, the Conservation Review Board, the

10 MHBC | Official Plan Review Discussion Paper



Environmental Review Tribunal, and the Mining and Lands Tribunal amalgamated to the Ontario
Land Tribunal (OLT).

Bill 109 amended the Planning Act to introduce several measures that streamline approvals and
increase accountability. Bill 109 delegated Site Plan approvals to municipal staff with extended
review timelines (from 30 to 60 days) and introduced a new graduated refund regime if the
municipality fails to meet statutory deadlines for planning applications.

A new Community Infrastructure and Housing Accelerator (CIHA) was introduced as a new
process for municipally initiated requests for zoning orders to fast-track key projects that support
the community.

Bill 3, the Strong Mayors Building Homes Act, 2022, gives mayors in select Ontario municipalities
significant new powers to help advance provincial priorities, specifically housing. These include
appointing and dismissing the Chief Administrative Officer/City Manager and other various senior
managers, bringing matters forward for Council consideration, vetoing certain by-laws approved
by Council, proposing and preparing the municipal budget, and directing staff in writing.

Bill 39 expands on the strong mayor powers introduced in Bill 3 by allowing mayors of Toronto
and Ottawa to pass by-laws related to provincial housing priorities if more than one-third of
council members vote in favour of such by-laws. In addition, provincially appointed facilitators in
Durham, Halton, Niagara, Peel, Waterloo, and York Regions determine how to best extend strong
mayor tools to them, while the Minister may appoint and fix the duration of the term of the
Regional Chair in Niagara, Peel and York.

Bill 23 is a housing and development reform that amended nine major statutes, including the
Planning Act, to accelerate homebuilding by streamlining approvals and reducing fees. Key
changes include provisions in additional residential units, development charges, affordable
housing, upper-tier municipalities' planning responsibilities, official plan amendments and more.

Notably, Bill 23 prohibits Official Plan Policies and Zoning By-law provisions from preventing the
establishment of three residential units on parcels of urban residential land and cannot require
more than one parking space per residential unit. The Bill also includes new exemptions from
development charges and parkland dedication for affordable, attainable, non-profit and
inclusionary zoning units. Changes to Site Plan Control include exemptions for residential buildings
containing no more than 10 units and clarified that exterior design is no longer a matter subject
to Site Plan Control.

Bill 97, Helping Homebuyers, Protecting Tenants Act, 2023, amends several legislative changes
that Bill 23 made. A prescribed area was identified where the Site Plan Control exemption
introduced in Bill 23 does not apply. In addition, the concept of a parcel of urban residential land
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for the purpose of allowing up to three residential units as-of-right was repealed by Bill 97. This
Bill also provides the Minister with the authority to exempt lands that are the subject of a Minister’s
Zoning Orders from complying with other provincial approvals, giving the Minister the ability to
address circumstances where a Minister’s Zoning Order permits residential uses in an area where
the local Official Plan does not.

Bill 134 provided a new definition of affordable housing that would implement the exemption and
discounts for affordable housing introduced by Bill 23. The new definitions consider local income
in addition to market prices determined by average rent and purchase prices posted by the
Minister in the Affordable Residential Units for the purposes of the Development Charges Act
bulletin.

Bill 162 introduced changes to the Environmental Assessment Act to clarify that expropriation is
one of the ways that property can be acquired for a project before the environmental assessment
process is completed. Additional changes were also made to the Official Plan Adjustments Act,
2023, to modify a number of official plans and official plan amendments and to retroactively re-
enact these changes.

Bill 185 amended several sections of the Planning Act, including limiting third-party appeal rights
for Official Plan Amendments and Zoning By-law Amendments, a new framework for Minister’s
Zoning Orders, changes to the application process and pre-consultation, and changes to upper-
tier municipalities with planning responsibility.

Bill 17 amended several sections of the Planning Act, including limiting complete application
requirements for certain planning applications, permitting conditional Minister’s Zoning Orders,
permitting minor variances “as-of-right” to setback requirements, limiting affordable housing units
required through inclusionary zoning, and permitting schools “as-of-right” in urban residential
areas.

Bill 60 amended the Planning Act by expanding the framework for “as-of-right” minor variances
introduced in Bill 17. It also allows for Minister's Zoning Orders to no longer be required to be
consistent with the Provincial Planning Statement, 2024, for lands outside of the Greenbelt Area.
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Bill 98 is a proposed bill to amend the Planning Act to simplify and standardize municipal Official
Plans, amend the requirements for a complete application, clarify and streamline Site Plan rules,
modernize minimum lot size requirements, and introduce a new framework for parkland
dedication requirements. NOT APPROVED AT THIS TIME
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5.0 Planning Issues and
Recommended Policy
Approach

As identified in Section 4.1 of the current Official Plan, the Township has four distinct settlement
areas: the Colborne urban area and the hamlets of Castleton, Salem Corners, and Dundonald.
These communities vary in size, but they all function similarly in terms of identifying a community
of interest, providing a number of non-residential service-type uses, and having a concentration
of smaller lot sizes distinct from the rural areas around the communities.

The predominant use for settlement areas will be a diversity and mix of housing types, local
commercial uses, industrial and institutional uses, including churches, schools and community
centres. Development is focused to these areas, with the understanding that development is also
supported in rural areas on a more limited basis. Municipal water and sewer services are currently
only available in Colborne. Therefore, in other settlement areas, new residential lots should be at
least one hectare in lot area, unless a smaller lot size is supported through the completion of
supporting studies.

The following Policy Directions are intended to encompass the Township’s Growth Management
Strategy, including housing and employment, as well as supporting infrastructure.

» Update the Goals and Objectives of the Township Official Plan

o The goals and objectives for the New Official Plan should be updated and refined
regarding protecting agricultural, resource and rural area by managing growth and
development and directing the majority to the defined settlement areas with a
focus on the Colborne Settlement Area.

o Strengthen the objectives to support settlement areas as complete communities
with an emphasis on Colborne.

o Directing commercial and industrial development to the settlement areas with a
focus to directing industrial development to lands in proximity to the 401 corridor
in the Colborne Settlement Area.

o Consider refining the residential lot creation policies in the rural areas of the
Township to ensure that they continue to support a strong settlement growth
management strategy but permit limited lot creation opportunities within a
prescribed policy framework.
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» Further refine the settlement area hierarchy and growth management strategy in the New
Official Plan

o Better define and provide a detailed settlement area hierarchy and comprehensive
policy framework for the planned function of each settlement area.

o Consider establishing a policy framework for the review and update of the growth
strategy as a follow-up exercise upon completion of the County Growth
management exercise.

» Update housing policies within New Official Plan

o The New Official Plan should incorporate a separate policy framework regarding
housing choice and options, housing targets and housing affordability.

o Intensification policies regarding second and accessory units within single, semi
and townhouse dwellings should be considered for incorporation in the new Plan.

o Policy supports for a range of housing tenure and built form should also be
incorporated into the New Official Plan.

o The New Official Plan should consider policy incentives to encourage and promote
affordable housing projects within the defined settlement areas.

» Review employment lands and areas to ensure properly identified and designated in the
New Official Plan

o All employment areas and employment lands should be confirmed and identified
in the schedules to the New Official Plan.

o Revisions to the employment lands are recommended in the proximity to Highway
401 in the area of Colborne.

o Details surrounding the size requirements for additional employment lands are
required to be confirmed.

> Policies protecting employment areas from conversion applications should be added to the
New Official Plan

o A policy framework should be added to the Plan to implement the conversion
policies of the PPS.

o Non-employment uses, such as residential, major office, major retail and major
institutional uses should be considered whether appropriate for employment areas.

o Conversion policies for employment lands should be considered for inclusion in the
New Official Plan

> Policies for rural employment and rural-resource based recreational employment uses
should be enhanced

o Enhance policies to guide the development and redevelopment of existing rural
employment uses.

o Enhance land use compatibility policies to limit and/or mitigate impacts on sensitive
land uses and restrict such uses adjacent to existing employment areas and uses.

o Consider the need for a rural business park.
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» Update and modernize the water and wastewater servicing polices in the New Official Plan

o Refine the servicing policies including the servicing hierarchy in support of the
Township’s growth strategy and settlement hierarchy.

» Review and update policy framework for stormwater management matters

o Update policy framework to integrate stormwater management planning and
infrastructure with the Township’s growth and settlement strategy.

o Consider policy support for the required master plan for stormwater infrastructure
in support of the Township’s growth strategy and settlement hierarchy.

o Provide policy support for best practices in stormwater including green
infrastructure and low impact development that considers the impacts of climate
change and extreme weather events.

o Ensure that policies are provided that focus on building sustainable and resilient
infrastructure, including full life cycle costs, and options to pay for these costs over
the long-term.

» Review and update transportation policies.
> Review and update cultural and built heritage policies.

» Review and update natural heritage polices.

> Review of lands designated ‘Agricultural Lands’ in the Township Official Plan.

o Review and refinement of the County Agricultural Lands designation to be
completed.

» Broadening the permitted uses in agricultural areas to support and serve the agricultural
community.

o Permitted uses should be reviewed and refined to ensure they are consistent with
and reflective of the language used in the PPS, County Official Plan and the
Guidelines on Permitted Uses in Ontario’s Prime Agricultural Areas. Since the
current Township Official Plan was approved, definitions have been provided in
the PPS to clarify the meaning of agricultural uses, agricultural-related uses, and
on-farm diversified uses.

o Policies will also be required to implement the permitted uses and identify what
criteria must be met in order to establish an agricultural-related use or on-farm
diversified use.
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» Review and inclusion of permissions for non-agricultural uses in prime agricultural areas.

o The PPS and County Official Plan, contain permissions for the extraction of
minerals, petroleum resources and mineral aggregate resources, as well as limited
non-residential development in prime agriculture areas, provided conformity with
a set of criteria can be demonstrated.

» Implementation of agri-food strategies and other approaches to sustain and enhance the
Township’s Agricultural System.

o Consider including policies to create opportunities for local food production.

o Policies to minimize land use conflict and mitigate impacts where unavoidable.

o Consideration of the agricultural support network in land use planning decisions to
support the long-term viability of the Township’s agricultural resources.

o Review land division policies within the Agricultural areas to ensure consistency
with Provincial plans and policies.

o Review and update policies regarding Minimum Distance Separation formulae.

o Establish enabling policies that support agri-tourism.

» Continued focus of rural and agricultural land uses in the ‘Rural’ designation.

o The permitted uses in the ‘Rural’ designation should be reviewed, consideration
for environmentally compatible recreational and tourism uses should be
contemplated in accordance with Provincial policy.

o Consistent with Provincial and County guidance, the policies of the Township
Official Plan should be reviewed and updated to provide clear circumstances under
which appropriately scaled industrial and commercial uses could be contemplated
in the ‘Rural’ designation.

» Review and update consent policies to limit rural residential lot creation.

o As part of establishing a hierarchy for residential development, the consent policies
should be reviewed.

» Development of a supportive agri-tourism and eco-tourism framework

o Provincial and County policies permit the establishment of agri-tourism and eco-
tourism uses in the Rural area that are resource-related and are compatible with
rural land uses.

o Enabling policies should be developed to promote opportunities to diversify the
local economy through the development of agri-tourism and eco-tourism
opportunities in Rural areas.

17 MHBC | Official Plan Review Discussion Paper



» Continued recognition of the importance of aggregate resources in the Township.

o Protection of aggregate and potential aggregate resource areas for existing and
future extraction from incompatible land uses will be important in ensuring the
continued availability of this economic resource for the Township, as well as
contribute towards minimizing short- and long-term land use conflicts.

o Development of more comprehensive land use compatibility policies to ensure that
existing and future operations are suitability buffered from adjacent land uses.

o Consideration of additional policies for facilities secondary to aggregate uses, as
well as a detailed policy framework for site rehabilitation, should be undertaken as
part of the New Official Plan.

» Identify areas where aggregate extraction is not permitted in the Township in accordance
with Provincial policies and the County Official Plan.

o New policies will need to be implemented in the New Official Plan to ensure
conformity with the County Official Plan.

Lot creation policies are included within their own section of the Official Plan and are completed
through either a plan of subdivision or consent (severance). The Provincial Planning Statement
permits new residential development that is locally appropriate, which includes the creation of
new residential lots.

The land division policies of the current Official Plan will be reviewed to ensure they are
maintaining the overall goals and objectives of the Township. Considerations for new lots will
include lot size and lot frontage, consideration of adjacent land uses, access (private road, water,
and municipal road), the number of lots that can be created, and environmental considerations.

In all designations except Agricultural, Hamlet, and the Colborne Secondary Plan, the current
policies in the Official Plan permit the creation of three new lots, plus one retained lot, through
the consent process. A plan of subdivision is required if more than three lots will be created, with
the County of Northumberland acting as the approval authority for any new subdivisions. There
is a policy that the original lot must be as it existed on January 1, 1985, to allow for the creation
of any new lots. This policy will be examined as part of the Official Plan review.

The Township has a diverse and interconnected natural heritage system comprised of a variety
of natural features and landforms, including rivers, streams, wetlands, woodlands, wildlife habitat,
and fish habitat.

As it relates to the natural environment, provincial policy broadly seeks to protect natural features
and areas for the long term. Accordingly, provincial policy directs that the long-term ecological
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function and biodiversity of natural heritage systems should be maintained, restored, or, where
possible, improved, recognizing linkages between and among natural heritage features and areas,
surface water features and groundwater features. In accordance with the above direction,
development is restricted in and adjacent to certain features, unless it can be demonstrated that
there will be no negative impacts on the natural features or their ecological functions.

Within the Provincial Planning Statement, “natural heritage features and areas” means features
and areas, including significant wetlands, significant coastal wetlands, fish habitat, significant
woodlands and significant valley lands, habitat of endangered or threatened species, significant
wildlife habitat, and significant areas of natural and scientific interest, which are important for
their environmental and social values as a legacy of the natural landscapes of an area.

The current Official Plan restricts development in significant wetlands or within the habitat of
endangered or threatened species in accordance with the Provincial Planning Statement.
Additionally, it also provides policies to permit development within or on adjacent lands of some
natural features and areas when it is determined that there will be no negative impacts on the
features or their ecological function. For example, development and site alteration is not permitted
within a Provincially Significant Wetland. Development or site alteration may be permitted within
120 metres of the Provincially Significant Wetland if a study is prepared by a qualified professional
that demonstrates there will be no negative impacts on the wetland or its ecological functions.

Further, it is a goal of the Official Plan to maintain the quality of the natural environment and
protect floodplains, wetlands, and environmentally sensitive or unique areas. While the current
Official Plan recognizes the importance of natural heritage features, an update to the Official Plan
is required to address new and updated policies contained within the Provincial Planning
Statement. Where possible, the approximate extent and location of environmental features have
should be designated to identify the feature. Updates to the Official Plan mapping of
environmental features may be required based on changes to Provincial and County mapping.

Policy Directions for the Natural Heritage System are intended to address matters related to the
Township’s natural heritage system, including the natural heritage and hydrogeological features,
natural hazards and water resources.

» Update language in New Official Plan for policy consistency with PPS and Growth Plan.

o Consistency in identifying and naming natural heritage features should be applied
in the New Official Plan. The language and policies need to be updated to reflect
the new PPS and the County Official Plan. A review of the Province’s Natural
Heritage Reference Manual, which provides guidance on the identification and
significance of natural heritage features and areas should be undertaken.

» Review and update Environmental Impact Study requirements and policies.

o A review and update of the Environmental Impact Study requirements should be
undertaken to ensure consistency with provincial and County directions.
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» Review and update hazard provisions to ensure consistency with the PPS.

o While the current Official Plan generally restricts development on hazardous lands,
further clarity and consideration should be given to the provisions established in
the PPS, which provide instances in which development can be contemplated and
certain uses which are prohibited from development in hazardous lands and sites.

» Consideration of the impacts of climate change and the risks associated with natural
hazards.

o Policies should be implemented in the New Official Plan which acknowledge climate
change and the potential for increased risk associated with natural hazards as a
result.

» Carry forward and refine the source water protection policies for implementation in New
Official Plan.

o Source water protection policies seek to ensure the provision of clean drinking
water in the Township and the newly added policies should be carried forward in
the new Plan.

o Wellhead Protection Areas, Surface Water Intake Protection Areas, Highly
Vulnerable Aquifers and Significant Groundwater Recharge Areas should be
mapped in the New Official Plan as appropriate overlays to guide development
review, consideration and decisions.

Supporting movement provides recommended policy direction on matters related to the
Township’s road system, transit and active transportation.

» Review current road classification system and right-of-way requirements in the Township.

o The current road classification system for the Township should be reviewed to
determine if current minimum widths and access requirements are still
appropriate, and that conformity with the road system policies in the County
Official Plan are achieved.

» Identify planned upgrades to road networks and opportunities for future connections.
o Consideration should be given to identifying planned upgrades to roads within the
Township through the New Official Plan in accordance with the County

Transportation Master Plan, preliminary directions from the Township TMP, and
based on advice from Township Engineering staff.
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» Development of context sensitive road design requirements and criteria for complete
streets.

o Consideration should be given adding policies regarding the manner in which roads
interface with both urban and rural environments in the Township through context
sensitive road designs.

o Increased setbacks, pedestrian and cycling lanes, boulevard treatments and
plantings are all examples of context sensitive road design that should have a
supportive policy framework in the new Plan.

o Where new road construction or reconstruction is planned, the application of
context sensitive road design should be considered.

» Protection of key transportation corridors in the Township to facilitate the continued
movement of goods for the long-term.

o Policies should be refined through the New Official Plan which ensure compatible
development along key transportation corridors in the Township. Development
which would impede the long-term use of key transportation corridors should not
be permitted.

» Ensure that transportation infrastructure in the Township can support future growth and
development.

o Policies should be developed which ensure that proposed development can be
appropriately serviced from a transportation perspective. It should also be
identified that, if required, improvements are to be undertaken prior to new
development proceeding.

» Provide policy support and identify opportunities for multimodal integration and linkages
in the Township.

o Opportunities for multimodal integration and linkages include identifying locations
for public transit connections with carpooling lots.

» Inclusion of active transportation policies and planning.

o The County’s Transportation Master Plan identifies an Active Transportation
Network Concept, which includes existing and proposed routes are to be
implemented in cooperation with the County, adjoining municipalities and trail
associations.

» Implement Site Plan Design requirements which promote multi-modal transportation and
complete streets.

o Identified in the County Official Plan as directive for local municipalities.
o Greater consideration of pedestrians and cyclists in road design.
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The new Official Plan should contain policies to prepare and protect the matters related to climate
change, energy, healthy communities and waste management.

» Update the Vision for the municipality in the New Official Plan

o The vision for the Township of Cramahe should be updated to incorporate goals
of greenhouse gas reductions and climate adaption and resiliency to create a
healthy and sustainable municipality.

» Update the Objectives of the Township Official Plan

o The objectives for the New Official Plan should incorporate specific direction on
the steps required to fight climate change, planning for a more resilient Cramahe,
and ensuring that the Township is planning for the infrastructure to support its
future growth and development.

» Incorporate climate change policies throughout the New Official Plan

o Climate change and the impacts of global warming will impact all aspects of
community building from basic infrastructure design, transportation and transit,
outdoor recreation facilities and design, building design, low impact development
strategies, etc. Climate change policies should be incorporated throughout the New
Official Plan to ensure policy guidance is provided for all development issues and
matters.

o Policy supporting the implementation of the Province’s climate change plans and
strategies should be considered.

» Energy issues must be incorporated into the New Official Plan
o The New Official Plan must incorporate a policy framework regarding energy
efficiency, energy conservation, energy demand reduction and management.
o The Township should consider policy support for green building and green
infrastructure approaches to help reduce energy use and demand.
» Renewable energy systems should be considered in the New Official Plan
o The New Official Plan should provide both policy and locational directions on where
renewable energy systems such as wind turbines and solar panel could be located
in the Township, what applications and approvals would be required, and under
what policy criteria.

» Healthy Community Design

o The New Official Plan should include healthy community design concepts.
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o Healthy community design policies, specifically addressing growth management
and settlement area design, should be incorporated into the relevant sections of
the New Official Plan.

o Policies addressing motor vehicle and pedestrian safety, including the concept of
Complete Streets should be incorporated in the New Official Plan to provide
guidance for the growth and change of the Township’s settlement areas.

» Age-Friendly Community Design

o A policy framework should be considered requiring new developments to consider
age-friendly design approaches including active aging, aging in place, and healthy
aging.

o Supportive policies regarding transit and transportation planning that supports
age-friendly community design and aging in place should be considered for the
New Official Plan.

> Complete Streets
o A Complete Streets policy approach should be included in the New Official Plan to

promote safety for all users of street and not just automobile and would support
building a healthy and age-friendly community.

A detailed review will be conducted of the Official Plan to add policies that ensure the interests
of Indigenous communities of the Johnson-Butler Purchase and the Williams Treaties are
acknowledged and incorporated into the new Official Plan. It is also recommended that the new
pre-consultation policies be included to clearly identify the process that is required by a proponent
before formal applications are submitted and processes.

It is important that the new Official Plan include policies that promote the strengthening of the
relationship between the Township and Indigenous communities. Continuous Indigenous
consultation throughout the preparation of the new Official Plan is integral to the process. A draft
consultation strategy will be developed and formalized to support the engagement process.

It is expected that the County will provide confirmation of what Indigenous groups need to be
contacted during the Official Plan Review.
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6.0 NEXT STEPS

This Discussion Paper will be released for public review and comment online. An Open House will be

held to review the major themes and issues identified in Phase 1and to discuss the proposed directions
for the New Official Plan.

Let us know what you think about the proposed policy directions contained in Section 6. We welcome

your suggestions and comments on the New Official Plan, and your ideas will help inform the
preparation of the New Official Plan for the Township of Cramahe.
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Work Plan (Updated March 2026)

Township of Cramahe Official Plan Update

# Task

March April May June July August | September| October | November| December| January | February | March April

Phase 1 - Background Research & Review

Discussion Paper - preparation and release to public for comments
Project Team Meeting/Council Meeting

Phase 2 - Prepare Draft Updates to Official Plan

3|Preparation of Draft Updated Policies

4|Preparation of new Draft Official Plan Schedules

5|Meeting with the County of Northumberland
6
7
8

[uny

N

MMAH 90 Day Comment Period

Open House Presentation of Updated Policies & Feedback
Second Draft of Official Plan Update - released for comments
Statutory Public Meeting

Phase 3 - Final Official Plan

Preparation of Final Official Plan Update

10|Adoption of New Official Plan Amendment

11|Submission to County for Approval

O
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Section 26 Meeting Comments

Comment

Comment Response

Mayor: County is updating their Official Plan,
which allows us to dovetail into their process.

Audience Member: Is the plan for the whole
County or just Colborne?

The Official Plan will be for the entire
Township of Cramahe.

Mary Norton: I felt that the Northumberland
County population projection was far too
low, but the consultant did say that
something was tied to finance numbers?

We take direction from the County as the
approval authority, and they provided
population figures. The Province recently
made changes that the Ministry of Finance
population projections should be used for
land use planning, and these numbers are
higher than the numbers that the County
was using. We will work with the County to
determine numbers to ensure that there is
enough land for residential and
employment purposes.

Councillor van Egmond: I want you to sit at
our table and bring Cramahe ideas forward.
I dont just want a repeat of County policies.
I want to see made in Cramahe, done by
Cramahe, not just fall in line with what higher
says.

The updated Official Plan will build upon
the policies provided in the County Official
Plan with a detailed focus to Township
specific planning issues and solutions.

CAO Grant: I encourage residents to be
involved with County Council and their
agendas, as there are a lot of things the
County is involved in that affect us. We need
to be a louder voice at the table.

The Official Plan Review will provided an
opportunity for residents to be engaged in
the future planning of the Township.

Councillor Hamilton: We adopt our Official
Plan, and the County approves it. Advocacy
from the public can make a difference.

The Official Plan Review will provided an
opportunity for residents to be engaged in
the future planning of the Township.
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Visioning Session Comments

What types of housing

Does the current
Official Plan do enough

What are the top are missing or lacking in How can the Official Plan What are some key economic to protect Does the current Does the current
d What do you value most about |What is the Township's challenges that the the To?lvnshi to 9 What is your vision for encourage economic growth attributes of Cramahe that are not environm:ntal features Official Plan sufficiently|Official Plan permit too| What can the Township do to support the develop How would you describe
your community? most important asset? | Township will face over o P . dow Colborne? 9 9 being realized to their full protect agricultural much or not enough and redevelopment of land? Cramahe in 2046?
acc pop ion and support? N such as woodlands, -
the next 20 years? potential? lands? rural lot creation?
growth? watercourses, and
wetlands?
1 e aspect§, TERNE TS, Colborne Creek e Gl & FEER W @ Townhouses;Apartments; Vibrant trade happening (AR CE R e'mployment Eits Industrial expansion No Yes OK as is Infrastructure Vibrant rural farming community
protecting the water adapt to connected to infrastructure
Bring in commercial The downtown is dead. Maintain Make it attractive for commercial Entice commerecial industrial businesses to move here through
2 Location to major cities Again, physical location | industrial business to create | Single-detached dwellings " S industrial businesses to come into Cant think of any Don't know Don't know Not enough . N 9 Poor if things don't change fast
but don't invest in it tax incentives
Jobs and lower taxes the area
Proximity to 401 and fairly Attracting a younger ; S .
- close to communities with [demographic with affordable| Townhouses;Semi-detached - : PIanan fqr ﬂeX|b|_I|ty (!f sl Abundant land for potential . Support landowners when they inquire about land classification, Rural living with an exciting
3 Rural living close to town Ny , . : Thriving business core and clarity in classification of lands Don't know Don't know Not enough T - o q
services such Belleville housing and employment dwellings for use development uses and jurisdiction ( lower Trent conservation authority) potential
and cobourg opportunities
I like that it's a small town. People
are friendly, kind, helpful, It's people- community | Managing growth- people,
personable. People say hello and members, council resources, buildings, Apartments; Townhouses; | In addition to building residential . ) 3 , ’
wave, even with strangers. I like members and staff. services, equipment. Does Single-detached homes, we need to build Development c_’f the Iands.near the | Proximity to bOth me.‘m.l cortidor, ag » . . - ¥ts a small community full of
4 o y . . 5 - L= 3 . N . 401 for retail, commercial and well as potential shipping on Lake Don't know Don't knov/ Don't know Receive more funding from the provincial government. friendly, personable, happy and
that it's community minded. In my |Knowledge, diverse ideas, |the township have enough to| ~dwellings;Semi-detached businesses- retail, commercial, residential housin Ontario heloful. engaged individuals
experience, people are invested in | experience and education service the potential dwellings; Tiny homes industrial. 9 : piul, engag :
the betterment of the community and invaluable. population growth?
as a whole.
I envision a town where it is settled
Realizing the growth that is A T 6 eesamen, c5ie in its vision, and where the
I value the people who live in our O G (TRREREEEY | IEVIEL e GeElilip € Townhouses;Apartments;Aff | improvements to the \;valkwa s, | By creating plans that nurture all ERilRy Gif i3 PRl BRIy [
5 c%mg'nunity is our people and our | balance in accommodating ordablc’e I?:usi ! sitll::i’n areas. etc. more ﬂowgri = 9 pareas Close access to the 401 Don't know Deon't know Den't know Not sure yet. I will think about this Cramahe are actively participating
. future. all aspects of a new Official g 9 o 5 N ) in its current growth, new
and plants! o . .
Plan. traditions, carrying of old traditions
and many other positive attributes.
Modify the agricultural policies in the
rural areas. Each property should be
family oriented . providing shopping , Grocery stores evaluated separately. There is a " - A town with opportunities for our
6 low crime small town feeling healthcare etc to keep Apartments upgraded school blanket map that restricts growth Commercial growth near the 401 Don't know Don't know Not enough Modify the 19§5 rlflle. a_nd look at ea_ch appllcatl_on separately to youth to be able to stay and raise
. 401 access . 3 i h i determine if it is actually agricultural prime land! -
safe feeling growth seniors centre opportunities. These locations would families
not affect agricultural production as
they can not be farmed anyway.
Unfortunately with the recent rl\i'ln:d: t?a:ll:lctwhaztoir;e:ot
loss of grocery and convenience P 9 s .
Balancing growth and Semi-detached stores, it's hardier to attract new Lt Gl it 9 | (=25 o Lz agleuling)
Having a balance of rural and Location between large . . —— R A h Having a clear plan that follows the [Room for growth but designated areas considered for other uses. | land as ag land. Not a
Z urban living urban cities Egplig &) G SRl de || @ ) o s e county official plan need to be drawn out = Also not allowing a 3 house/lot in the middle of
production dwellings this or does a new downtown . .
o acre.lot in the middle of a a 20 acres field
need to be created closer to the .
20 acre active farmland
401
field
The Official Plan needs needs to be
Development and controlling a framework that establishes the My hope is that Cramahe can
taxes, to effectively maintain necessary controls for responsible | Attracting commercial, industrial, and . . become a centre that benefits from
. i . i 3 N N N Implement property tax incentives for new and start up .
a balance of service of Townhouses;Semi-detached A destination that attracts development, with flexibly for manufacturing business development . . 3 I . tourism, development supports
8 Small town culture Land - ) ; . Ny ; N Yes No OK as is businesses, that invest in infrastructure and provide employment ' ;
affordable services and dwellings tourism and local businesses Council to address specific along the 401 corridor and to the opportunities for Cramahe local businesses, and agriculture,
maintaining the municipal opportunities in the best interest of existing business park. PP ' while maintaining a small town
infrastructure. the community that don't fit exactly culture.
in the framework.
Tives [iisiamy G i G i) e Growth without busnzrs‘z::gtg;;)ef rwelzf)llare Council should allocate funds to the | Downtown Colborne is not advertised tr;rr ?ﬁ;e Itsopw[:'ntsel':}tlailnf;:); 6bgf1¥ ;r:;:e
9 Ty It's history infrastructure and detached affordable houses committee of community volunteers| enough, all Cramahe should have No No OK as is Do not allow further rezoning of agricultural land 9 P

wonderful park

businesses

unable to travel to neighbouring
towns

who try to encourage growth

better and more welcoming signage

effort is required by staff and
Council to achieve it
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Visioning Session Comments

What do you value most about

What is the Township's|

What are the top
challenges that the

What types of housing
are missing or lacking in

What is your vision for

How can the Official Plan
encourage economic growth

attributes of Cramahe that are not

What are some key economic

Does the current
Official Plan do enough
to protect
environmental features

Does the current

Official Plan sufficiently

Does the current
Official Plan permit too

t the develc p

What can the Township do to

PP

How would you describe
Cramahe in 2046?

Id your community? most important asset? | Township will face over the T‘,"”"s""’ to - dc Colborne? being realized to their full protect agricultural much or not enough and redevelopment of land?
acc pop ion and support? N such as woodlands, -
the next 20 years? potential? lands? rural lot creation?
growth? watercourses, and
wetlands?
I live in Colborne, so this is the Colborne related —
most important part of the iudging by the traffic
community that I have interest in. Judging _y
the most important asset .\ ;
is the location. Seems to I'd be onboard if downtown
I valued the small city charm we be an alt c0|:ridor for Colborne had updated the Could we get 'The Big Apple' to
had when I first moved here 4 commuters to use when In Colborne - I noticed a few gardens and walkways like it charge a tourism tax (like Niagara
years ago. Since then we have lost the 401 aets backed u neighbourhoods are being proposed when we first moved Falls) to invest back into our
a lot of its charm. The city Bevond tr?at Iam unsuFr)é built up. The 3 biggest here 4 years ago. community for improvements - Like
removed all the trees and gardens 4 ! *| issues this town will have in . water treatment, roads, hydro, etc.? .
N Single-detached y . N I could see Colborne looking more
from downtown which now makes | , . the next 20 years are: " N The downtown needs traffic Doing so and lowering property Y -
I'd say the LCBO is the N . dwellings;Semi-detached | . . 3 ! . like Picton, Port Hope or even
that area look run down. The small - Colborne Public School is A lights at the intersection of Percy| taxes will encourage economic . . " ;
X . - | most popular place now . dwellings; Townhouses and N Capital of Ontario's Apple farmland. Bowmanville. If changes haven't
grocery store was incredible but it ) way too small for a growing and King street. growth and support. . - . - . . . X .
that Foodland is gone. ; Apartments encourage low Own this. We should he having Take current community opinions/considerations seriously. The | been made to improve relations
burnt down and was not replaced. 3 5 community . . . . . Ny By ! )
A Keeler Centre is basically . income occupants. Which " . _— carnivals, festivals, events to 8 . . people here want this area to be as beautiful and fruitful as between neighbours and city
10 Now summer vacationeers travel - No doctors or walk-in More public crosswalks for Less restrictions on building bylaws. s Don't know Don't know Don't know . . - - . N
. . N a ghost town for 90% of . also means more health oo - : encourage people to visit this area. anywhere else. This town is a gem and could be a major tourist | counsel... this small town will end
outside the city to get their . . clinics . R . accessibility to the stores on all Encourage residents to build S § N . " . . : .
! ) the community. Having 2 issues and potentially crime. . . - PEC has wineries ... why can't leverage haven if developed as a community and not by a dictatorship. | up being an industrial wasteland.
cottage/camping food & supplies A - Traffic/Speeders N sides. secondary housing or businesses on ' - . .
N ! pharmacies is This town does not have the ] . that style of community promotion Major business and large scale
leaving the other stores in the area extended properties. Invest in 3 y
unnecessary. The two pot - resources to support a low . ) . " . factories will control the area and
less profitable. . We need to slow traffic into X N Our kids keep asking for a infrastructures, like hydro. I've lived .
shops doesn't add any . income community. ) . o N push residents out.
value. At least we have the downtown core via Percy community pool and/or splash in many cities, towns, villages
Maybe a more formal farmers restaL.Jrants to feed the street. I've seen multiple pad since Colborne doesn't have | across Ontario (and the east coast)
market located downtown could ; . crashes, animals and people a waterfront. it would be great if| and I've never experienced the
locals/seniors since the 3 .
help. . being hi/killed. one was created for the summer| amount of power outages that
grocery store is gone.
Home Hardware has been heat and converted to an Colborne has had.
In short - Having that small town the staple of the outdoor ice rink for the winter.
charm was what I valued most. communityp I assume it
Too bad that has quickly been : §
. will be next to have a fire.
removed like the trees downtown.
An influx of people with As it is with Prob a suberb of cobourg, full of
11 105 BT I\ TGk 5 BT Its inhabitants values far different from Anything affordable R el r(_astaurant. MEyis2e It Needs GROCERY STORE. Don't know Don't know Don't know [PEep i EliEs tha'_c G ek
AND country — hotel , certainly grocery stores IN share our small community values,
COLBORNE and out number us
The only thing we have
Neighbors who were willing to right now is the park. . M_a-klng it affordable and Apartments;Single-detached Stores ﬁ”ed with things t'hat the Look at what is needed and how to . Not if it takes away Don't allow housing developments in that take away prime land. Hopefully in a much better
12 There are no grocery inviting for people to chose . population need to stay in town ” Don't know No 3 . . Ny
volunteer or step up when needed N R dwellings N ! encourage that growth. agricultural land. Use area that ae not suitable for housing. welcoming state.
stores, clothing stores to live here. instead of going elsewhere
and only 2 churches
Financial responsibilities Hopefully proud of what we have
Rural setting, urban availablility based on Provincial . - . —_— I believe so but with new Slow down and make sure the future is still there for our families | done to maintain Cramahe and our
. g . . Friendly, accessible variety of | Infrastructure availability affordable . ] . . . . ¥ -
13 close to 401 and major centres if Agricultural farming downloads staffing due to Affordable " Industrial lands and moving foward bills passed by Province No Too much and our rural remains farming community survives and
L N stores homes sustanability -
needed competition with wages from we are overruled the City does not expand any
larger municipalities further east that we are taken over
Nonztov::_ P\E\elzgsegr:(;cery Nothing for young kids to do. No
14 The beauty of what's left of the doctors. We have no real We will all become the city | Townhouses; Apartments; It will not exist in 2046 Fire all employees and start fresh. where to go to enjoy our summers. No Don't know Don't know Not enough We have nothing to draw people in Non existence.
country. ! . of Northumberland Places for homeless good affordable places to eat. No
council. Our mayor is
) . grocery store.
disqusting.
A Beautiful Lakeside Community
. . Lakeside Community should have . . .| with a beautiful waterfront anyone
15 Lakeside Community Lake Ontario ACCESSI.” .g Lak.e Oz (7 Low income Growth lake access and growth would LAKE ACCESS No No OK asis i BTl (et @l Bl i e & gz e (1@ @i can access
it's residents look at Cobourg . ;
happen naturally Not just employees of the pit and
their questionable permits!
Downtown colborne will be like
little Markham fancy and expensive
shops and restaurants and still no
grocery store. Encampments every
Affordable local shopping, Agriculture land owners where. No housing for low income
. . Policing, homelessness, lack Single-detached doctors, some where youcan Local businesses trying to provide for are b"!lldma o Only if bylaws are being fa‘mll!es that cobogrg insists on
It's people in the " X buy affordable groceries. 3 i -3 permits or anyone shipping out of their area as the
. , of mental health supports, dwellings;Semi-detached . their families. It's great if ya need ; o enforced to prevent . . N
16 Small town feeling, safety community and the 5 ) Community based events. I knowing. Sitting on a farm P Too much Don't allow it community does not want to be
housing, power outages, | dwellings; Townhouses;Apart y concrete, eggs, and sourdough building in protected land )
Genral Store ‘doctors ments Quantity country town. More rodicts hands house for 5 years and or Ve bothered by them and there's no
! affordable kid and youth P! and then severing land as == ¥ supports there or here for them.
activities and clubs residential land. Wink wink As it stand we have 1 variety store
in colborne that can't even keep
bread in stock. There's 0 in
colborne for jobs, doctors, or
supports for these people
17 Quiet small neighbourhood Small town feeling FPEr emetri?::;:e response Single-detached dwellings Moare locally owned business No No Not enough
18 Small town feel Over population Single-detached dwellings Better Iaund:tc; T:t & grocery Don't know Don't know Don't know
Expanding population but i e .
19 Small town shops and community Rutherfords lack of amenities (food Single-detached dwellings 0 LTl < B, 73 g e G i Downtown looks run down Yes Yes OK asis e shqpplng, Uk el
and cafes looking storefronts

restaurants,

delivery, grocery store,)
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Visioning Session Comments

Id

What do you value most about
your community?

What is the Township's|
most important asset?

What are the top
challenges that the
Township will face over
the next 20 years?

What types of housing
are missing or lacking in
the Township to

What is your vision for
Colborne?

acc pop ion

growth?

How can the Official Plan
encourage economic growth
and support?

What are some key economic

attributes of Cramahe that are not

being realized to their full
potential?

Does the current
Official Plan do enough
to protect
environmental features
such as woodlands,
watercourses, and
wetlands?

Does the current
Official Plan sufficiently
protect agricultural
lands?

Does the current

Official Plan permit too

much or not enough
rural lot creation?

What can the Township do to support the develop
and redevelopment of land?

How would you describe
Cramahe in 2046?

20

For the most part this community
is welcoming

Greenspaces and nature

trying to balance progress
and development with
maintaining the rural feel
and opinions of vocal
residents (who may be loud
but do not necessarily
represent the entire
community).

Single-detached
dwellings; Townhouses;Semi-
detached dwellings;we do
need more subdivisions to
increase our tax base and
attract businesses

My vision of downtown colborne
is one with improvad traffic flow
and parking. One with several
high quaiity restaurants, where
people feel safe walking down
the street after a good meal.

We can find areas/land for much
needed development. A grocery
store should be highest on the list of|
priorities, and our community should
be reaching out to companies who
do not have stores close by (Le.
metro/food basics).

I think there's a missed opportunity
along the 401 corridor. currently the
big apple see a lot of traffic as a pit
stop. Expanding commercial spaces
along the 401 would likely see similar
popularity.

Don't know

Don't know

Don't know

partner with local developers to bring needed services to the

area. Focusing on the 401 corridor, which i think is the only

viable place to promote development. i think Grocery store,
doctor/dental offices, other commercial spaces would be well
utilized in lands that are not suitable for residential or farming.

I hope Cramahe is still viable on
2046

21

Nature, clean air, quiet, sense of
belonging, safety.

Nature

The asphalt plant polluting
our air and water.

Not having a proper grocery
store to support the
community.

Access to healthcare

Climate change

Lack of cell phone towers

and high speed internet.

Townhouses;Apartments;Sin
gle-detached dwellings;Semi-
detached dwellings

An inviting place where the
community can hold events and
bringing members of the
community together. A safe
place for kids to play. Shops to
support the community where we
don't need to travel for basic
necessities.

The official plan needs to have the
community members wants in mind.
The members I talk to want to keep

our beautiful community safe and
preserved in its natural beauty. We

need to attract environmentally
conscious businesses.

Tourism

No

No

Too much

Be environmentally conscious

A quiet, picturesque, naturally
beautiful community that is known
for its environmentally conscious
businesses.

22

The small town feeling and friendly
people.

It's history, character and
charm

Pleasing everyone.

Apartments; Townhouses

Grocery store and other
important amenities for all ages

Rebuild a grocery store

Vacate land should be developed to
provide amenities for locals and not
big companies

No

No

Don't know

Stop turning it into something that is going to hurt the farmer's,
cause inexperienced truck drivers coming into the proposed
asphalt plant. Re address the mess at little lake that has been
created by those stop signs

Disaster if things drastically
change. It will become an over
populated with no anmentities for
locals in the commumity

23

Small town values, no big city
drama

Migration

Single-detached dwellings

Cleaned up, more diverse
shopping options

More money put back into the
appearance of the town

Don't know

Don't know

Too much

Don't build townhouses or condos

Over populated

24

A community that lives in harmony
with one another

Freedom to speak up
when a problem arises

Trying our best not to
become part of Toronto

Low cost housing for working
famil8es;Semi-detached
dwellings; Townhouses;Apart
ments

Businesses full and working

Support good solid manufacturing .
Welcome a grocery store that
supplies everything we need

Grocery store

Yes

No

Too much

Promote our rural farmers and protect their lands

Through weak eyes. I will be 96

25

Quiet lifestyle

Location

Population growth and
building a town to support
the growth

Apartments; Townhouses;Se
mi-detached dwellings

Build a fully functional downtown
with shopping, restaurants and
grocery stores

Be more open to outside businesses
not just Fidelity. Remove the red
tape/constraints to entice business
to come to the town. Town should
also look at other towns to see what
they have done to gro/redevelop.
Good examples Bloomfield,
wellington and picton

This is a town along the 401 corridor
but not enticing the traffic off the 401
nothing to entice except the big apple

Don't know

Don't know

Don't know

Look at other townships to see what they have done. When
approving development projects make sure the developer is sldo
giving something to the town eg play grounds, swimming
facilities shopping

Non existent

26

Larger lot size to live on.

The one dingy shop in
Castleton! Its a shame but|
sure is "the most
important asset"

No development in
Castleton! No day care
despite having a school, no
businesses, no opportunity,
no modernisation, broken
roads! Do I need to say
more?

Single-detached dwellings

There is a world beyond
Colborne in Cramahe. Despite
pumping so much money and

attention into one area, it's in a
sorry state! Can we develop the
area around the 401 exit and
have somewhat balanced growth
in Castleton and Colborne!!! T am
a Castleton resident, and I'd like
my tax dollars used where I live.

Allow more businesses and facilities
to come into Castleton! Its a ghost
town where people have more
money than Colborne for sure!
Please use insights to see where
businesses and facilities can truly
flourish.

There is a dire need for a daycare!
This will allow more families to move
here - more kids in the school, growth!
Allow more businesses to come into
Castleton! Develop the 401 exit!!!!

Don't know

Don't know

Don't know

Hopefully, we've given equal
attention to all areas and not just
Colborne, and there's holistic
development. Castleton residents
are richer on average and can help
businesses flourish!

27

Nature

Nature

TOO MANY PEOPLE MOVING
IN TOWN
NOOOO MORRRRRE

Apartments; Townhouses

More holiday events/decorations
and support for the Indigenous n
LGBTQ communities.

Stop people from moving here. This
is a small town so let’s keep it that
way. Or we will turn into
Scarborough.

Nature

No

No

Not enough

Keep our green lands green. More trees, plants, etc.
No more people!!

Hopefully w a grocery store, circle
k, giant tiger, skate park, splash
pads, arcades, and most
importantly NO MORE
PEOPLE/HOUSES!

Page 3



Visioning Session Comments

What do you value most about

What is the Township's|

What are the top
challenges that the

What types of housing
are missing or lacking in

What is your vision for

How can the Official Plan

What are some key economic
attributes of Cramahe that are not

Does the current
Official Plan do enough
to protect

Does the current
Official Plan sufficiently

Does the current
Official Plan permit too

What can the Township do to t the develop

How would you describe

Id your community? most important asset? | Township will face over the T‘,"”"s""’ to - dc Colborne? encourage economic growth being realized to their full environmental features protect agricultural much or not enough and redevelopment of land? Cramahe in 2046?
acc pop ion and support? N such as woodlands, -
the next 20 years? potential? lands? rural lot creation?
growth? watercourses, and
wetlands?
We can just continue building without a plan in place to sustain
the people moving to this area. I know it is not the Town’s
responsibility to make a grocery store here, but maybe the next
Welcoming, community, events big company that wants to do business here... That needs to be
9% e Ido not know. All I know is I have a priority somehow. That needs to be worked into the contract
that draw tourists in ) : . s
. never seen so much disconnect in a somehow... Put it on somebody else’s shoulders and agree on a
spring/summer/fall months, } -
. community. If I would have known minimum term.
advertising locally and . .
5 . this before, I purchased a home in
campgrounds and neighbouring . -
this area, I probably would never None of the summer tourist even come here anymore because I
towns to keep cost free and or P 5 . .
B - . " ! . have purchased. don't think we have anything to offer. The restaurant on the Cramahe will be a dried up, drug
It's citizens....directing funds low. Sell simple items like drinks X X ¥ ) N y
. N ; The lack of connection, corner is absolutely horrible.... I had my first experience after | filled, dusty old town that people
. appropriately and getting that can turn a profit, food items,| . . 5 ) . X
We could gain funds A ; . inclusiveness, transparency.... It all being here two years. Is there not any byelaws regarding the | will start to avoid UNLESS change
- X funding from big business I am not sure-affordable barbecues..... have somebody ) - . -
during tourist . . . feels very disappointing. laundromat in town? How people need to keep their spaces and happens.
- who want to buy and do | housing would be great..... I| who is great at event planning . : S .
. . ) season....trailer . . or businesses? How about some flowers? Grocery store is a key| I really do think it is beautiful here
28 Community and inclusion . business here....I am all own and am secure but so help manage, and create . No Den't know Don't know L . .
season.....but it seems e . y I was on the Jackie bandwagon hub to promote traffic coming into Colborne. I never knew this and it has absolutely so much
" SRS about growth...most of the |many people are not and it is|excitement and enthusiasm....ask N L o ; A . . ) N N
like nothing is really 7 o . regarding this pit and Fidelity... I no town existed until I purchased a trailer off Wicklow Beach Road. | potential..... but nobody is moving
. town is not.....this is one not okay..... for help from neighbour towns X ]
happening here lately.... 5 : . longer am because I see how Myself and a lot of campers would always travel to Colborne to on that potential and attracting
reason we are slowly and big businesses in and around . . . N . .
N exclusive and one-sided these purchase overpriced groceries at the Foodland and also to check| money to flow its way into our
dying.... to promote, promote, promote! : B X s .
y o people are. I justdo not know out what was happening in front of town hall in the little park. arteries.
Make it fun and exciting... Have a z - . X AT
- where to go from here in such a This made us want to travel in this direction. Once the grocery
contest for citizens that whoever i . L -
3 " close minded, lacking Town. I know store was gone, everything just dwindled away. I purchased a
can sign up five people or 10 b
Ny people cn the council can only do so property here and I absolutely love that. I have the space.... But
people to attend will win a $10 Ny )
B . much, but perhaps we need better there is so much lacking. I have all the water from the road that
gift card... Anything like . - B .
X direction. washes away my driveway..... There’s no drainage... But at the
that....anything to create a buzz o :
moment, I guess it is my problem..... we can not just keep
building or allowing areas to be built or continue to exist. If we
do not have proper roadways, drainage, lighting, access,
grocery, etc.. This town will die if something does not change
(il @R, FE=RIEs i3 ‘You have a bunch of new housing
. . i 5 ! .
29 Small town ey SUFESE grochery, _affordable RPN |n_g|e-demched Rz i re Ens fcrl itz and people moving here, we need | Grochery, transportation, child care No Den't know Too much Not 800k homes e younger GERTHTRY GiEm
resources housing, jobs, small dwellings ever expanding community § what its used to.
: resourcss to reflect that
business
Lack of infrastructure to Cut taxes on land for new
. . support the population and — 1 ! A businesses or businesses that Could have more retail and utilize the . .
30 Safe place to raise kids The community lack of shopping to keep Single-detached dwellings Cobourg downtown. donate over a preset threshold to teen population as workers Don't know Den't know Don't know Cut property taxes No clue
business in town charity/local sports
A beautiful place to live with
31 Beauty of the arca! Agriculturallland qu creation and T e BIETeeS Property tax Incentives Arena No No To GO Consistent treatmen't for land development ie homes built in ) recreational activities and
infrastructure environmental control areas infrastructure to support the
population.
Become the 'Caledon' of the East;
Traditional commercialization like sub |nvgst In more farmlng'and
. s B compliment with more retirement
N o Building codes that . divisions, fast food franchises are ) . . . .
. o Historical roots and way | Maintaining it's peaceful and A . L Encourage more farms (for animals X . Invest in developing eco tourism to Cramahe; orient towards | community features such as parks;
32 Agricultural nature of activities. N N N encourage historical housing Keeping it simple. making Cramahe like any other No No Too much : - ) X N L "
of life. quiet way of life. and crops). attracting higher income migrants from other parts of Ontario. [beaches; golf courses; hiking trails;
development. suburban sprawl (e.g. Brampton, or
. etc. Also, develop a plan to attract
Milton). .
and accommodate military
personnel.
Water/sewer infrastructure
Grocery store ;
Secure local business/jobs . . i cqmmunlty inleir Promoting a mix of housing and , . .
Apartments; Townhouses;Se art,music,food year round. TR CRS, 65 el s Il s 6k s @ A vibrant, sustainable community
33 Safety and a sense of belonging. | The fire department :) mi-detached dwellings;Single A small outdoor market. ploy P ! Supp 9 . N . Don't know Don't know Don't know Utilize CIPs with a welcoming and inclusive
Colborne has the growth ; . y infrastructure that facilitates Capitol and Financial resources N "
3 detached dwellings Colborne will excel with local, 3 L population that live there.
potential, plan carefully not PP . business activity.
small to mid size businesses.
to become a sleeper
community
Lack of services and housing| Apartments;Townhouses;Se
34 The rural character Community to meet the needs of the |mi-detached dwellings;Single Growth Yes Yes OK as is
growing population. detached dwellings
35 A grocery store Castleton Gy Simlie, Reulk Apartments Total rebuild Sllters e Gz el UIElTEs No grocery shoppin Don't know Don't know OK as is Support redevelopment of downtown Hopefully a lot better economicall
9 i downtown. P downtown. Make it appealing. 9 Ty shopping PP P petuly V-
Retro Handmade's Baking | Drug abuse, unemployment, |Rental stock for families from|Improved Laundromat, quality of ensuring that buildings are well small-thinking, access to lake -and Cute, sophisticated arts and
36 Safety and Security . 9 9 - ploy ! N proy N +d maintained and not falling apart or | related activities. Cottage traffic pass Don't know Don't know Don't know + Soph -
(Krista) crime Durham Region, etc patio seating at restuarants X recreation tourist hub
slum development through, nothing to stop for on HWY 2
Slowing and restricting Make t'ax breaks ava!llable for. the Hwy 401 industrial park, Victoria
development, stop suburban . . restoration, repurposing of existing .
Sorill(ileArraleaatelion Encouraging more housing, more AR B, (ST G Square, Keeler Centre lands that Support development and redevelopment of land in and around
Rural life, slower pace, less traffic | Natural, unspoiled fields, prawt (1.. rur parking that is safe, secure and . . 95, EXp should be in use year round, Castleton the villages of Colborne and Castleton to eliminate the suburban | ~An idyllic oasis of calm with an
37 N subdivisions with no sewer | Apartments;Townhouses A AT . | the industrial park area around Hwy X . No No Too much . . . . R .
and pollution streams and forests ) well maintained (lighting, paving L Town Hall, Elgin Street recreation area sprawl and development of land that is not and is not able to be | insane highway cutting us in half.
or water that will be 401, providing sewer and water to X .
. o etc.) . (former lawn bowling, basketball serviced.
demanding services in 5 the area and more efficient use of "
court, tennis)
years) land.
It's people. We have Taxes for farms are too high. They
People work together to make it a | lovely natural geography - Keep the growth in urban cannot_sustaln the increases that have I hope that it keeps its small
N . More people are straining . N " been imposed on them over the last It does but our taxes are ) N N "
safe, healthy, and happy place to | that makes it beautiful 3 To have businesses fill the boundaries. Build up, not out, and ; N . - . community feel with active citizens
38 N N N . B our local infrastructure, Townhouses X N o 10 years. Support for the OAFVC as it Yes too high to support the OK as is Increase the density in the urban areas. Build up, not out. L
live. I like the small-town feelings | with the lake and hills. . commercial spaces. increase the density in that area N N enjoying the outdoors and
. N N . | especially around the 401. N . drives the local economy. Sports township expenses. L
lets try to keep that vibe. Agriculture is an economic| where the services already exist. L 3 o . activities to stay healthy.
driver facilities are not being utilized to their
: fullest potential.
39 i et e amdly peasls Lake Ontario Growing population P BRI SV zepin | Wo Legp el iin e, (o By-passes to keep our streets safe The water front and beaches Don't know Don't know OK as is Affordable Housing Still have the small town feel

minimal traffic

gle-detached dwellings

big box stores!
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Visioning Session Comments

Does the current
What are the top a:!h:i:stsviﬁeso:flzz:iﬂngin How can the Official Plan What are some key economic Offlualt:Iarr:’:I:c:nough Does the current Does the current
What do you value most about |What is the Township's challenges that the 9 N 9 What is your vision for . attributes of Cramahe that are not - P Official Plan sufficiently|Official Plan permit too| What can the Township do to support the develop How would you describe
" - 2 the Township to " encourage economic growth . " . environmental features - .
your community? most important asset? | Township will face over o . dow Colborne? being realized to their full protect agricultural much or not enough and redevelopment of land? Cramahe in 2046?
acc pop ion and support? N such as woodlands, -
the next 20 years? potential? lands? rural lot creation?
growth? watercourses, and
wetlands?
Agriculture, rural lots Making parking easier, be easier
That it is small small 0’ ulation ' on the tenants, attract boutique No No Too much Don't develop it. Keep Cramahe small Small, rural
pop style retail
A place where the community
@Ay TR can come together and suppert Have festivals to promote
Community events Keeler centre, libraries, ol ?)in infzstrf:tﬁre within Townhouses; Apartments;Se | local shop owners. Community engagement within downtown. Keeler centre could be promoted and Yes Yes OK as is
L downtown core Y thg e Gl mi-detached dwellings led events to bring more Show off our town and what it has used for many different functions
2 engagement within the core and to offer
to keep the spirit alive
Getting a new Grocery store More things for young How about adding more things for X .
, probably increasing sewage| Seniors affordable housing | people.How about adding more seniors to do. The Kealer centay Yes Don't know Not enough Lower the cost of building. Not sure.
disposal plant. things
The people of this Kl Wp it Sl T;:?:ztz:ttz::nsggfir;dand Find businesses that can contribute Lol @it=s, i Ey el st
The Town Square, small town feel people 0 infrastructure, roads, dwellings; Townhouses; Apart Enath Vi o e ) most of the time, start rentirg out the Don't know Don't know Don't know Make all information public No idea under current leadership
community X ) change the parking in front of to the commiunity
growing community ments e — space.
Charm and connection to Mora shopgito encaplrage visits; Cafjnecting the great farms Mere programs for kids - the future
Kindness of neighbours . Growth, updates Apartments ice cream shop, bakary, grocery specialities that live in the prog s ' No Don't know Don't know Better roads that lead to the new subdivisions Lovely!
our surroundings 3 updating schools
store, flower shop community
1. Meeting criteria to qualify
o] rfg\::?eg(?'f)g;; :::m 1. Proximity to hwy 401. 2. Lake 1. Carefully control the permits for subdivision building. It cannot A well-run community with a solid
infrgstructure development access for build of recreational use, come with the destruction of the enjoyment of life that is the T E=s i (2 Gt
op eg. Wander the Resort, Bloomfield. 3. right of current residents. They face decades of construction 9 . g
or future upgrades (sewer, AR : . ; that supports infrastructure for the
g Attract a flagship business that gives| Encourage growth of upheaval, influx of newcomers that make for busy roads, S
Attra céiny enére ene.urs.: A walkable pleasant village street| Ontarians a reason to move to  |Farming/agriculture; it's been suffering crowded stores and services, and the death of their dreams to e ]E\Ye hing the
willing to ?nvest i[:’PEOPLE - filled with cottage industry | Cramahe. Since the loss of the jail | of late. Elevate the farms and their live in a peaceful happy rural community of like-minded souls. residen':t)s r‘:eed.for dr;'t" Iisin isat
Connecting with nature never far servi?:in instead of usin specialty shops interspersed with | project decades ago, there has not | produce, eg. Alliston Potato Festival. Their voices have to be heard before decisions are green-lit and N T reysi den?s -
—— glbow-to-elbow el Farms: guarantee of fresh . con?munity to ex Iog Agricultural co-ops (multi- [ genuine stores providing enough | been a keystone company willing to| Encourage farm visits, farm stays, Yes No e R expedited. 2. Ensure any new builds are legally bound to provide the frier? dshi S P
Ve ; N local foods always. . X P family preferred) essentials to see familics through| locate to the area. Business drives | mega farmer's market days + 1 big community infrastructure: especially schools within the . P PP
when out shopping or playing! their lucrative but largely self; r ; . R . . L ; N e P . community so much they choose to
serving business aims. 3 the week without having to relocation drives new services harvest day. 4. Find historical roots of community, parks and recreational facilities, libraries, seniors o] et e (s e, The
Electin ga el réfo.lio DRIVE for groceries / basics til | (stores, medical) drives enhanced | the area and develop a key cultural homes, and medical services. 3. Celebrate the rural riches of the r:)a T 1 GO s t.o they
of Cougncillors will Pcéo ut the weekend. amenities (pool, restaurants) for all | contribution to extol that: summer area instead of trying to kill it all and become a bedroom pera's Social and Cultural
el Gl men?g ro'gct to enjoy. Build it and they will come.| fiddling camp, Irish dancing feis, community for the well-off. There is not a heck of a lot here to Foundation to ensure the lifestyle
g, cur'::ent rezi cha nts Highland log throwing competition - draw on - Colborne has actually declined in the time I am e ) (e (VES ErimEs
(:Iectors) before dreamin any event to go in travel guides that acquainted with it (70s) - so run with what you've got; don't try T S
T e ) gaiﬁ puts Colborne on the map. to be what you're not!! 9 .
based on future population.
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