
 

April 8, 2021 

Dear Colleagues: 

I’m writing to provide some updates related to HKPR District Health Unit’s response to COVID-19.  

As you are aware, the provincial government enacted a Provincial Emergency and Stay-at-Home Order that went into effect at 

12:01 am on April 8. As a result, the Health Unit’s offices will be closed to the public during the period of the emergency order. 

We are, however, continuing our work on case investigation, outbreak management, and mass immunization clinics as part of 

our ongoing pandemic response.  

In addition, I want to make you aware of updates to vaccine eligibility and supply/demand concerns of COVID-19 vaccine. 

Individuals aged 60+ are now eligible to book vaccination appointments through the provincial booking system. This includes 

vaccination clinics in HKPRDHU region. This expanded eligibility is just one part of the recent provincial government’s 

announcement that the province is moving into phase two of the vaccine distribution plan.  

Those now eligible for vaccination under the second phase of the provincial distribution plan also include: 

• People who live and work in high-risk congregate settings; 

• Individuals with health conditions and their caregivers; 

• Essential frontline workers who cannot work from home; 

• Adults ages 50 and older (starting with older individuals and decreasing in age) living in hot spot communities (does 

not include the HKPRDHU region). 

Although the province has expanded the list of people who can be vaccinated, the amount of vaccine made available to 

HKPRDHU remains the same, or in fact is forecasted by the province to decrease slightly over the next three weeks. 

Specifically, we are expecting 11,700 doses of Pfizer’s vaccine and 8,500 doses of Moderna’s vaccine in the remaining weeks of 

April. This means that locally, there are more people who are eligible and wish to be vaccinated than we have vaccine.  

Based on the projected population for 2021, 29.7 per cent of HKPRDHU residents are 65 years of age and older, with 7.7 per 

cent of those residents aged 80 years and older. As of today, more than 71 per cent of our 80+ population has received their 

first dose of vaccine, as have approximately 27 per cent of our residents aged 70 to 79. This leaves approximately 18,600 

people in the 70+ age group yet to be vaccinated in addition to other Phase 1 groups that the government has prioritized (e.g. 

home bound chronic care).  

Between now and April 25, there are 19,173 vaccination appointments available across all three counties, excluding the 

vaccination clinic at the Lindsay Exhibition. As of April 7, 4,172 of those appointments were still open. We continue to 

encourage our residents to visit the provincial booking system to secure an available appointment and will be further 

promoting our clinics within our community. 

As the new Medical Officer of Health for the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit, I will continue to urge the 

provincial government to provide this area with additional doses of vaccine so that the Health Unit, and its community 

partners can vaccinate and protect our local residents. 
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Until that happens, we may hear from our community members who cannot get a vaccination appointment. I want to 

be sure that you are aware of the local situation in the event that you receive calls from concerned residents, frustrated 

with the lack of local appointments. We absolutely want to see everyone receive vaccine in the quickest time frame 

possible, but everyone will need to continue to be patient until the vaccine supply increases.  

While expanding vaccination coverage holds a future promise of return to normalcy, the most important thing that we 

currently need to remind our local residents is to remain vigilant with the public health measures of staying home, not 

gathering, not travelling, and if out in the community for essential purposes, wearing a mask, practising physical 

distancing, and washing their hands frequently and thoroughly. 

Thank you for your understanding, co-operation and collaboration.  Please let me know if you have any questions on 

this or any other issue. 

Sincerely,  
 
BOARD OF HEALTH FOR THE HALIBURTON, KAWARTHA,  
PINE RIDGE DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT 

 

 
 

 
Natalie Bocking, MD, MIPH, CCFP, FRCPC 
Medical Officer of Health, Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit 
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