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The situation involving COVID-19 is constantly evolving. In an effort to ensure you stay up-to-date, here is this 
week’s synopsis of information. 
 
What’s New: 
 

• As of today, there are 138 confirmed cases of COVID-19 within the Health Unit’s area. Updates about 
confirmed cases, deaths, hospitalizations and resolved cases are posted on the Health Unit’s website 
each day just after lunch. As well, the daily epidemiology report is now posted on the website. 

• Based on the province’s website, as of today there are now 13,159 confirmed cases in Ontario. This 
includes 7,087 resolved cases and 763 deaths. 

• Publicly-funded schools will remain closed past the anticipated May 4 opening date. The province has 
not communicated a date for schools to re-open but has put in place lessons and tools to enable 
students to continue their learning. 

• The province has extended its Declaration of Emergency until May 12, after which time it will be re-
evaluated. This order covers a number of closures, including: recreational facilities, libraries, private 
schools and daycares (except for health care workers), bars and restaurants (except for take out or 
delivery), churches and faith settings, theatres and concert venues. The list of essential businesses was 
also expanded earlier this month to include the closure of trailer parks and seasonal camp grounds, 
except where those businesses provide accommodation to people with no other residence in Canada. 

• The province has announced that testing will now be done for all residents and staff of Ontario’s long-
term care homes in an outbreak, and surveillance testing of asymptomatic residents and staff will be 
done for homes not in an outbreak.  

• The Premier is asking the federal government to send in members of the Canadian Armed Forces and 
Public Health Agency of Canada to help at five priority long-term care homes. 

• The province has just expanded the testing protocols and symptoms to include a list of atypical 
symptoms. These are reflected in the updated self-assessment tool.  

• Health care providers wanting to help address health human resources disruptions can register 
at  onhealthworkforcematching.ca.  Thousands of regulated and unregulated health professionals have 
already registered to be deployed to address coverage gaps. In the past three days, applications have 
been received from 800 volunteers for the long-term care sector through this tool, to match them to 
long-term care homes experiencing crisis.  These are doctors, nurses, allied health care professionals and 
other PSWs to provide PSW support to residents (feeding, bathing, etc.). 

• Earlier this week, the province announced that, although social distancing and public health measures 
are still necessary, the COVID-19 outbreak in Ontario has likely peaked.  

• The Ministry of Health website is updated daily at 10:30 am and 5:30 pm, so please be sure to visit the 
site for additional updates.          …/2 

 

 

 

 

 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fonhealthworkforcematching.ca%26c%3DE%2C1%2CeGSb7Bo5Sw1MTx9g_d7DquTdxkfoj9PDVnywB9tqLIPcFn6SoEx76JBuwQ9SOI3pwT2CeiaZAarFRDpR-Uh1C7s5pJi2MaD-5D4wZ3ZqpC7oVQE%2C%26typo%3D1&data=02%7C01%7Cjennifer.schipper%40ontariohealth.ca%7C5c5708ff1ec84ee6f02708d7db003ff9%7C4ef96c5cd83f466ba478816a5bb4af62%7C0%7C0%7C637218666731118839&sdata=f4LXOC1sxgIZFyFs7lgQFZ2XpLCXxBUwNmJBZUeODBs%3D&reserved=0
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/health-experts-say-the-covid-19-outbreak-has-likely-peaked-in-ontario.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov#section-0
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HKPR Actions: 

• On April 14, the Health Unit issued a Class Section 22 Order under the Health Protection and 
Promotion Act that allows the Health Unit to seek fines for people who do not self-isolate after they (a) 
have been confirmed to have the virus, (b) have been in contact with a confirmed case, (c) are 
awaiting test results, or (d) have been a close contact of a person mentioned in (a), (b) or (c). Health 
Unit staff are in contact with these individuals daily to ensure they remain in self-isolation for the 
required period of time. Additional information about the Class Section 22 Order is posted on the 
Health Unit’s website. 

• The Health Unit is now only receiving positive test results for case and contact management and follow 
up. Health Unit staff from all disciplines are working as part of the medical surveillance team to do 
daily contact with confirmed cases or individuals identified under the Class Section 22 Order to ensure 
they are self-isolating. 

• Health Unit staff continue to work with staff from the Pinecrest Nursing Home in the management of 
the facility’s COVID-19 outbreak. Many of the experiences of Pinecrest are being shared with the 
province and are being used to shape new provincial directives related to outbreak management in 
Long-Term Care Homes. 

• The Ross Memorial Hospital declared an outbreak on April 18 and the Health Unit has been providing 
support to hospital staff regarding testing and case and contact management. 

• Health Unit offices will remain closed until at least May 12, after which time the date will be re-
evaluated. Although the offices remain closed, the Health Unit is still accepting well water samples 
from area residents. 

• Health Unit staff are continuing to work with area farms that employ migrant farm workers to ensure 
they are following self-isolation protocols as they arrive in Canada. As well, the farms have been asked 
to develop plans to address accommodation issues should one of the workers become ill. 

• The Health Unit’s Health Sector Liaison team is continuing to meet and have discussions with health 
partners on a variety of topics and issues, including increased testing, surveillance testing, provision of 
personal protective equipment, and infection prevention and control. 

• The Health Unit is continuing to work with municipalities to address the needs of our vulnerable 
populations, discussing housing needs, washroom access, testing, food access, and shelter issues. 

• The Health Unit’s website is continuing to be updated daily with additional information, videos and 
resources.  Visits to the Health Unit’s website have increased from average of 470 a day in February to 
between 5,000 to 10,000 visits a day in March and April. 

• The Health Unit continues to share information through social media. The number of people following 
the Health Unit on Facebook has almost doubled while Twitter posts are viewed average 1,000 times. 
The Health Unit continues to respond to questions, misinformation, posts and comments on all social 
media platforms 

• We are continuing to participate in regular calls with the Ministry of Health, Ontario Health, our health 
partners, our municipal partners and provincial politicians, and our Community Emergency 
Management Groups (CEMCs) to share information and provide updates. 

• Remember to stay up-to-date on the latest information by visiting these sites: 

• The Ontario Ministry of Health website (www.ontario.ca/coronavirus) 
o Public Health Agency of Canada website (www.canada.ca/coronavirus) 

http://www.hkpr.on.ca/
http://www.ontario.ca/coronavirus
http://www.canada.ca/coronavirus

