
 
 

 

Victoria Park Beach Closed due to High E. Coli Readings Posing Serious Health Risks 
 

(Issued July 7, 2021 at 2:15 p.m. EST) – The Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge (HKPR) District 

Health Unit has advised the Town of Cobourg to shut down the Victoria Park Beach for swimming 

(beach is still accessible) and to post closure signs immediately due to high E. Coli bacteria readings 

found in the water.  

 

According to SGS Canada Inc., a leading provider of comprehensive water quality testing that meets all 

provincial and national regulatory requirements, including the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), the 

latest beach and harbour water quality report sampled on July 5, 2021 showed bacteria levels at 556 

E.coli which exceeds the provincial standard of 200 E. coli. 

 

“There is always a level of risk when swimming in natural bodies of water that are not treated for 

bacteria,” said Bernard Mayer, Manager of Health Protection, Environmental Health at the Haliburton, 

Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit. “Public swimming is not recommended as it may increase 

your risk of developing minor skin, eye, ear, nose or throat infections or stomach illness.” 

 

The HKPR District Health Unit and Town of Cobourg staff both sample water once a week to monitor 

bacteria levels. As a result of a combination of extended high temperatures and very high waves with 

white caps that stirred up the bottom of the lake, the most recent E. Coli bacteria tests results are now 

indicating levels that require Victoria Park Beach to close immediately. 

 

Beginning today Town staff will post notices at the Victoria Park Beach and post signs at all entrances. 

Testing occurs weekly and the Town of Cobourg will advise the community once bacteria levels come 

back down to a safe level.  

 

If you have been swimming at the Victoria Park Beach recently and experience such symptoms as 

nausea, vomiting or diarrhea please seek medical attention.  

 

For more information please visit our Water Quality Testing webpage.  
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About The Town of Cobourg 

The Town of Cobourg is a lakeside community (population 19,500) located on the north shore of Lake Ontario halfway 

between Toronto and Kingston and has been recognized multiple times by MoneySense Magazine as “One of Canada’s Best 

Places to Live” in populations under 25,000.  
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Founded in 1798, Cobourg is rich in heritage offering a vibrant downtown, sophisticated small town atmosphere and renowned 

waterfront that serves as a popular getaway destination.  As the largest town in Northumberland County, Cobourg is 

personified by historic Victoria Hall, hosts a 27.4 million community centre, an educated and skilled labour force, flourishing 

commercial sector and supportive municipal government. Cobourg has received the Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

Sustainable Communities Award, accolades from the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act Alliance, and multiple 

heritage, environmental, and event awards.  


