
 

HKPR District Health Unit 

Update from the Acting Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Ian Gemmill, on Coronavirus 

The following is a weekly update and synopsis for municipal, provincial representatives and other partners from Dr. 

Ian Gemmill, Acting Medical Officer of Health for the HKPR District Health Unit. 

As of February 19, 2021: 

• 993 confirmed cases in the HKPR area; 46 are active cases.  

• For the HKPRDHU area, the average number of daily tests conducted in the past seven days is 691. 

• The average percent positivity rate for the past seven days is 1.1. 

• In the past 14 days, the average of female confirmed cases is 47 years, and 42 for males.  

• In the past 14 days, there have been four school-aged children confirmed positive in the HKPRDHU’s area. 

Two have been between the ages of four to eight, and two have been between the ages of 14 to 17 years. 

• There an no outbreaks in schools as a result of these cases. 

• For the HKPRDHU area, the average number of daily tests conducted in the past seven days is 691. 

• Since the beginning of the pandemic: 

o There are 418 confirmed cases in Northumberland County;  

o There are 524 confirmed cases in City of Kawartha Lakes;  

o There are 51 confirmed cases in Haliburton County; 

• Last week, the province announced the gradual lifting of the Emergency Order and the Stay-at-Home order 

and the return to the COVID-19 Response Framework. As of February 16, 2021, the HKPRDHU region was 

moved into the ORANGE-RESTRICT category under Ontario’s COVID-19 Response Framework. 

• The province has announced the delay of the March Break until April 12 to 16. 

• HKPRDHU has been informed that a variant of concern (VOC) has been confirmed in two additional local 

people who have COVID. These two new cases are household contacts of the first case that the HKPRDH 

announced earlier this month, for a total of three in the area (Port Hope). All cases had already been 

isolating and all high-risk contacts had been notified and are isolating as well, so it is unlikely that there is 

any risk to others.  
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The three variants of concern have been shown to be much more transmissible than the first COVID-19 strain, 

but research is showing that the vaccines currently in use, and those being produced, are still effective in 

varying degrees against the VOCs.  

Labs are currently testing for the VOC on all confirmed cases, with test results taking a few days longer than 

the first tests. 

• The province has released new VOC guidance documents. As result, HKPRDHU has lowered the 

threshold on who will be considered a high-risk contact versus a low-risk contact. As well, household 

contacts of symptomatic high-risk contacts are required to stay home except for essential reasons and 

it is recommended that household contacts of asymptomatic high-risk contacts stay home from 

work/school. 

• HKPRDHU has provided the first dose of vaccine to all 1,700 residents of all area long-term care homes 

and high-risk retirement homes. Another local delivery of vaccine until the week of February 22. 

• HKPRDHU is expecting to receive more than 4,500 doses of the Pfizer’s vaccine next week, and once 

those additional doses are received, planned vaccination of staff of the long-term care and high-risk 

retirement homes, essential caregivers and health care workers will take place. 

• A second delivery of Moderna vaccine is also expected during the week of February 22 and that 

vaccine will be used to provide a second dose to those residents of long-term care and high-risk 

retirement homes, who already received their first dose of the Moderna vaccine. 

• HKPRDHU has received its freezer for Moderna’s vaccine and is working to have it set-up.  

• Both the Ross Memorial Hospital and Northumberland Hills Hospital now have ultra-cold freezers and 

will be able to receive the Pfizer vaccine, which requires special cold storage and handling. 

• HKPRDHU is continuing to work closely with the province to prepare for the eventual arrival of larger 

batches of vaccine in HKPRDHU’s area as part of phase one of the provincial vaccine distribution plan.  

Under phase one, vaccinations are to be provided to residents and staff of long-term care homes, and 

retirement homes.  Health care workers are to be done next in this phase once the supply of vaccine 

allows, persons on Home and Community Care, as well as other members of the community who are 

80 years of age and older.  

• The province has told local public health agencies that it is working on developing a booking system 

that members of the community will be able to use to book an appointment to receive a vaccination. 

The system is still under development and details will be provided once it is ready for people to use. 

• HKPRDHU is continuing to work with the Ministry of Health to finalize its mass immunization plan.  

Under the plan, HKPRDHU has created an advisory committee comprising health care partners and 

municipal representatives to help to guide the implementation of the next two phases of the vaccine 

distribution plan. 
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• Under the provincial plan, it is expected that, with the arrival of additional vaccine doses, the province 

will move into phase two of the vaccine rollout that will include vaccination of older adults and 

eventually all members of the community who wish to be vaccinated.  This phase is expected to take 

place later in the spring or early summer.  

• Due to increasing cases and provincial guidelines, HKPRDHU is now declaring outbreaks at retirement 

or long-term care homes with the notification of one confirmed case, even if the person does not have 

any symptoms and has not had any exposure to a case.  This is a change in practice dictated by 

provincial policy and has resulted in an increase in the number of outbreaks declared in the area. 

• There are currently six outbreaks within the HKPRDHU’s district. There are currently no outbreaks in 

area schools or hospitals.  All outbreaks are listed on HKPRDHU’s dashboard which is updated each 

afternoon, six days a week.  

• The province is implementing rapid testing in long-term care homes and it is expected to be fully 

implemented by February 22. 

• The province has offered rapid testing for asymptomatic students and staff in schools, but it is to be 

implemented at the discretion of local school boards with the advice of local public health agencies. At 

this time, HKPRDHU will not be implementing rapid testing as there has been low activity in the 

schools. This is being monitored and will be re-evaluated as necessary. 

• Dr. Gemmill has completed a variety of media interviews in the past week, as well as hosting the fifth 

weekly information session with local media.  The recording of this session is available on HKPRDHU’s 

YouTube channel and a link posted on HKPRDHU’s website. 

• The next media information session is scheduled for Wednesday, February 24 at 2 pm. 

• More than 180 people registered to attend a public information session on February 16 that was 

hosted by Dr. Gemmill. The sessions allow members of the public to submit their questions and hear 

directly from Dr. Gemmill about topics including COVID-19 vaccine, local mass immunization plans, 

updates to the pandemic response and Health Unit programs and services. A recording of the session 

is posted on the HKPRDHU YouTube channel and information about the next session, planned for 

March 2, is being advertised through social media, and area newspapers and radio stations.  

• Dr. Gemmill will also be participating in a virtual Town Hall being hosted by the Ontario Health Team 

Northumberland. The session will take place on February 25, 2021 at 7 pm. 

• With the provincial announcement of the return to the COVID-19 Response Framework, the number of 

calls and email inquiries to HKPRDHU has increased dramatically.  

 


