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The COVID-19 pandemic situation continues to be fluid.  The following is a weekly update and synopsis for municipal 
and provincial representatives from Dr. Ian Gemmill, Acting Medical Officer of Health for the HKPR District Health 
Unit. 

As of January 19, 2021: 

• 730 confirmed cases in the HKPR area; 74 are active cases.  

• For the Health Unit area, the average number of daily tests conducted in the past seven days is 665. 

• The average percent positivity rate for the past seven days is 1.4. 

• For the HKPR area, the crude rate of confirmed COVID cases by 100,000 in the past seven days is 
approximately 33.3. 

• There are 348 confirmed cases in Northumberland County;  

• There are 339 confirmed cases in City of Kawartha Lakes;  

• There are 43 confirmed cases in Haliburton County; 

• Due to increasing cases and provincial guidelines, HKPR is now declaring outbreaks at retirement or long-term 
care homes with the notification of one confirmed case, even if the person does not have any symptoms, and 
has not had any exposure to a case. This is a change in practice and has resulted in an increase in the number 
of outbreaks declared in the area. 

• There are currently eight outbreaks within long-term care homes/retirement homes within the Health Unit’s 
district and one outbreak in a congregate setting. Most of the outbreaks are due to one or two confirmed 
cases, and all facilities have implemented additional outbreak control measures. 

• There are currently no outbreaks in area schools, hospitals, or workplaces. All outbreaks are listed on the 
Health Unit’s dashboard on its website. As of January 1, 2021, HKPR is listing the location of outbreaks on its 
website.  

• Visit the Health Unit’s dashboard for up-to-date numbers and additional details. The dashboard is updated 
each afternoon, six days a week. 

• This is week two of the provincial shutdown. Last week, the Ontario government declared a second State of 
Emergency Order and issued a “Stay-at-Home Order” that went into effect on January 14. Under this order, 
everyone is required to remain at home, except to go out for groceries, medicines, accessing health care 
services, exercise or for essential work.   

• Under the provincial order, Health Unit offices are closed to the public. All staff continue to work, and 
programs such as harm reduction supplies and well water bottle drop off and pick-up services continue to 
operate.  For more details, please call the Health Unit at 1-866-888-4577. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
   

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiOTJkYWRmODgtYzg5Ni00MmMyLWIzODgtNDU4ODYxZTVlNzc3IiwidCI6IjdkYzFmZjlkLTA1ZjEtNGNhNi1iYWZlLTIyNmZmNWYxNmJkYSJ9
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59922/ontario-declares-second-provincial-emergency-to-address-covid-19-crisis-and-save-lives
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59922/ontario-declares-second-provincial-emergency-to-address-covid-19-crisis-and-save-lives
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• The Health Unit is continuing to work closely with the province to prepare for the eventual arrival of 
vaccine in our area as part of phase one of the provincial vaccine distribution plan. Under phase one, 
vaccinations are to be provided to residents and staff of long-term care homes, and retirement homes. 
Health care workers are to be done next in this phase once the supply of vaccine allows. 

• With the recent announcement of a delay of the delivery of Pfizer vaccine to Canada, the province has 
told the Health Unit that it will receive Moderna vaccine, as well as a fridge to house the vaccine. There 
has been no confirmed delivery date for either the vaccine or the fridge.  

• It is hoped the vaccine will arrive early in February so that the Health Unit can meet the provincial target 
of immunizing residents and staff of long-term care homes and high-risk retirement homes with the first 
dose of vaccine by mid-February. A second dose of the vaccine would be provided one month later. 

• The Health Unit is finalizing its mass immunization plan to provide to the Ministry of Health next week. 
Under the plan, the Health Unit will work with area long-term care homes to immunize residents and staff 
of the facilities. As the vaccine allows, the Health Unit will work with area hospitals to immunize local 
health care workers.  

• It is expected that, with the arrival of additional vaccine doses, the province will move into phase two of 
the vaccine rollout that will include vaccination of older adults and eventually all members of the 
community who wish to be vaccinated. This phase is expected to take place later in the spring or early 
summer. The Health Unit will be initiating discussions with local municipalities and partners as it plans for 
phase two and three of the vaccine distribution. 

• In the past week, HKPR has issued one Section 22 letter to a confirmed case for whom the Health Unit had 
not been able to ensure isolation. 

• Dr. Gemmill will be hosting the second weekly information session with local media. The session is 
scheduled for January 20 at 1:30 pm. The recording of last week’s media session is posted on the Health 
Unit’s website and YouTube channel and the link has been shared through social media. More than 475 
viewers watched the video, with most of the viewers linking to the video through Facebook. 

• Plans are underway to hold a similar information session for members of the public.  

• Engagements this week:  Continuing to meet with the Ministry of Health, medical officers of health, 
vaccine tactical and planning meetings with the provincial vaccine team. Meeting with local long-term 
care facilities, and health care partners. Working to set up a meeting with area municipal CAOs. 

• With the provincial shutdown, the number of calls and email inquiries to the Health Unit has increased 
dramatically.  

• We continue to respond to complaints, inquiries, requests, etc. 

• We have continued to conduct inspections, investigations, etc. 
 

 


