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THE CORPORATION OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF CRAMAHE 

 

BY-LAW NO. 2020-51 
 

Being a By-law passed pursuant to the provisions of Sections 17 and 21 of the Planning 

Act, R.S.O. 1990, as amended. 

The Council of the Corporation of the Township of Cramahe, in accordance with the provisions 

of Sections 17 and 21 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, as amended, hereby enacts as follows: 

1. Amendment No. 16 to the Official Plan of the Township of Cramahe, consisting of the 
attached explanatory text, is hereby adopted. 

 

2. The Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to make application to the County of 
Northumberland for approval of Amendment No. 16 to the Official Plan of the Township of 
Cramahe. 

 

3. The Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to proceed with the giving of notice under 
Section 17(23) of the Planning Act. 

 

4. This By-law shall come into force and take effect on the day of final passing thereof. 
 

 

Enacted and passed this 23rd  day of June, 2020. 

 

 

Signed:  _____________________________ 

     Mayor, Mandy Martin 

         CORPORATE SEAL OF 

         MUNICIPALITY 

Signed:  _____________________________ 

   Municipal Clerk, Joanne Hyde 

 



 

 

CERTIFICATE 

AMENDMENT NO. 16 

OFFICIAL PLAN OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF CRAMAHE 

 

 

The attached explanatory text, constituting Amendment No. 16 to the Official Plan of the 

Township of Cramahe, was prepared by the Council of the Township of Cramahe and was 

adopted by the Council of the Township of Cramahe by By-law No. 2020-51 in accordance with 

the provisions of Sections 17 and 21 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, on the 23rd day of June, 

2020. 

 

 

Signed:  ____________________________ 

     Mayor, Mandy Martin 

         CORPORATE SEAL OF 

         MUNICIPALITY 

Signed:  ____________________________ 

    Municipal Clerk, Joanne Hyde 

 

 

              

This Amendment to the Official Plan of the Township of Cramahe, which has been adopted by 

the Council of the Township of Cramahe, is hereby approved in accordance with the provisions 

of Sections 17 and 21 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, as Amendment No. 16 to the Official 

Plan of the Township of Cramahe. 

 

 

_________________________   ____________________________ 

Date       Nancy MacDonald 

       Clerk 

       County of Northumberland 
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OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 16 

 

PART “A” – THE PREAMBLE does not constitute part of this Amendment. 

PART “B” – THE AMENDMENT consisting of the following text constitutes Amendment 

No. 16 to the Official Plan for the Township of Cramahe. 

Also attached is PART “C” – APPENDICES which do not form part of this amendment. 

The appendices contain copies of the Planning Report (PLAN 41-19 which provides the 

basis and recommendations relating to the amendment.  

  



 

 

PART A – THE PREAMBLE 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose and effect is to permit additional residential units, as of right, in single 

detached dwellings, semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, as required by provincial 

legislation.  

BASIS 

Over the past decade, the Provincial government has introduced a series of changes to 

legislation to implement the Province’s Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy. In 2011 

the Strong Communities through Affordable Housing Act was introduced. This legislation 

amended the Planning Act to require municipalities to authorize additional residential units 

in their official plans and zoning by-laws. An additional residential unit is a self-contained 

dwelling unit with a private kitchen, bathroom facilities and sleeping areas. The additional 

residential unit could be created as an addition to the main unit, a basement apartment 

and/or in a separate building on the lot. For example, a detached garage could be 

designed to have a additional residential unit on the second floor above the garage space.  

In June of 2019, the More Homes, More Choices Act further amended the Planning Act to 

allow homeowners to create an additional residential unit in their main residence or in 

another building on the property. A maximum of two (2) units is permitted. 

The introduction policy changes are intended to increase opportunities for the creation of 

more housing units, to increase the availability of affordable rental accommodation and to 

benefit the wider community by: 

 Allowing homeowners to earn additional income to help meet the cost of 

homeownership; 

 Supporting changing demographics by providing more housing options for 

extended families or elderly parents, or for a live-in caregiver; 

 Helping create mixed-income communities, which support local businesses and 

local labour markets; 



 

 

 Making more efficient use of existing infrastructure, including public transit; 

 Making more efficient use of the existing housing stock; 

 Creating jobs in the construction/renovation industry; and, 

Assisting the Township to meet goals regarding affordable housing, intensification and 

density targets, and climate change mitigation and greenhouse gas emissions The 

Township of Cramahe Official Plan (TCOP) was approved by the Ministry of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing in 1998, with modifications. Amendment No. 2 introduced the 

Colborne Secondary Plan as Section 9 of the TCOP.  Amendment No. 4 introduced 

policies for lands located on the Oak Ridges Moraine, as required by the Oak Ridges 

Moraine Protection Act.  In 2014, the Province approved Amendment No. 10, which   

brought the TCOP into conformity with the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 

Horseshoe. Other site specific amendments have also been approved by the MMAH. 

Thus far, the TCOP has not been amended to provide for the introduction of additional 

residential units, as required under the Planning Act. It is our opinion that the TCOP should 

be updated, as required by the Province, to permit additional residential units.  

Amendments to the Official Plan to permit additional residential units can be 

accomplished through the standard process laid out in Sections 21 of the Planning Act, 

respectively.  

Official Plan Policies regarding additional residential units would most appropriately be 

included within Section 5.0 - Land Use Policies, Subsection 5.1 General Development 

Policies of the TCOP. These policies guide land use and planning and development 

throughout the municipality. Subsection 5.1.15 – Housing currently provides guidance with 

respect to providing a full range of housing, including affordable housing. It would be 

appropriate to add a further subsection, specific to additional residential units to this 

subsection. 

The means by which the property is serviced (municipal, communal or individual on-site 

sewage disposal systems) is also a key factor in determining whether a additional 

residential unit is appropriate. In areas with municipal services, an additional residential 



 

 

unit can be permitted without a requirement to demonstrate sewer or water capacity, 

except where there are previously documented servicing constraints. For additional 

residential units in dwellings serviced by septic systems and private wells, the municipality 

must be satisfied that there is sufficient capacity within the sewage system to 

accommodate the additional dwelling unit.  

In the case of an individual on-site sewage disposal system, it will be necessary for the 

property owner to demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the County of Northumberland‘s 

Plumbing and Septic Inspection Department, or other agency having jurisdiction, that the 

existing sewage disposal system has sufficient capacity to accommodate the additional 

residential unit.  Further, it will be necessary for the property owner, to demonstrate, 

through a pump test completed by a licensed well driller that the private well has sufficient 

flow of potable water to supply the additional residential unit.  

  



 

 

PART B – THE AMENDMENT 

1. INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 

All of this Part of the document entitled Part B – The Amendment consisting of the 

following text constitutes Amendment No. “16” to the Official Plan of the Township of 

Cramahe. 

2. DETAILS OF THE AMENDMENT 

The Official Plan of the Township of Cramahe is hereby amended as follows: 

1. Section 5.1.15 Housing is hereby amended by the addition of a new subsection 

“5.1.15.1 Additional Residential Units”, which shall read as follows:  

“5.1.15.1 Additional Residential Units 

A additional residential unit is a self-contained dwelling unit with a private 

kitchen, bathroom facilities and sleeping areas, that is ancillary to the main 

dwelling on the same lot. The Township shall permit the creation of a self-

contained additional residential unit on lands designated to permit single 

detached dwellings, semi-detached dwellings, street townhouse dwellings, and 

accessory structures thereto, in accordance with the applicable zoning bylaw 

regulations, subject to the following provisions:  

Additional residential units may be permitted within both newly built and existing 

dwellings,  in an new or existing accessory building on the property, provided 

that: 

a)  It is demonstrated to the satisfaction of the municipality that on-site 

servicing (e.g. water, sewage) have sufficient capacity for the 

additional residential unit. 

b) The property is located on a road maintained year-round and 

accessible by Emergency Services,  

c) Additional residential units are registered with the Building 

Department. 

2. Section 6.2.1. General Severance Policies Applicable to all Designations 

is hereby amended by the addition of a new subsection “6.2.1.21 Additional 

Residential Units”, which shall read as follows:  



 

 

 

“6.2.1.21 Additional Residential Units 

Where an additional residential unit is permitted on a lot containing a principal 

residential dwelling, the creation of a new residential lot to separate the 

additional residential unit from the principal residential dwelling is not 

permitted.”  



 

 

3. IMPLEMENTATION AND INTERPRETATION 

The implementation and interpretation of Official Plan Amendment No. 16 shall be in 

accordance with the respective policies of the Official Plan of the Township of Cramahe.  



 

 

PART C – THE APPENDICES 

 

The following appendices do not constitute part of Official Plan Amendment No. 

16, but are included as information supporting the Amendment. 

 

 Appendix No. 1  Report No. 41-19 – Second Units  

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix  1  
 

Report No. PLAN41-19 – Second Units  

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix  2  
 

Report No. PLAN 07-20 – Second Units  

 


